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F
rank James Hubert, 56, of no fixed
address, found dead behind the
Engleside Shopping Center, 8646

Richmond Highway, Nov. 27, was appar-
ently the victim of hypothermia, according
to Fairfax County Police.

Officers were summoned to the Shopping
Center at approximately 7 a.m. Thanksgiv-
ing day where they discovered Hubert’s
body. Fairfax County has three shelters for
homeless adults and two for homeless fami-
lies with children, according to police.

Local faith communities and nonprofit
organizations, in partnership with county
government, provide additional hypother-
mia prevention services and shelter during
the coldest months. Residents are asked to
contact police at 703-691-2131 if they see
someone they believe may be at risk for
hypothermia.

For information about the county’s home-
less shelters, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
dfs/factsheets/emershelter.htm.

Homeless Man
Dies in Cold

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

F
ifty years ago a personal credit
crunch such as being experienced
today would have been highly un-

likely. Why? Because there were no such
things as a personal credit card. Then, in
1958, everything changed.

That was the year American Express Cor-
poration issued the first personal credit
card. And, 12,000 individuals decided to
take a chance on this new form of personal
finance.

One of those individuals was Nicholas R.
Beltrante, now a resident of Collingwood
Springs in the Mount Vernon District. To
thank Beltrante, and 22 others of that first
12,000 adventuresome individuals, Ameri-
can Express has just published a book cel

50th anniversary of
American Express
has local roots.

Nick
Beltrante:
An Original

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

F
or most of the smaller retail merchants in Belle
View Shopping Center and Hollin Hall Shopping
Center “Black Friday” was not nearly as bleak as
many had expected. However, it was nothing to

cheer about either based on their Monday assessments.
But, the annually hyped sales day, the Friday after

Thanksgiving, which many retailers depend on for a sig-
nificant amount of their annual gross income does not
have the same impact on smaller retailers as it does on

the large retail chain stores. This
was particularly true this year
with the larger stores pushing a
myriad of sale items — well be-
fore Black Friday.

“Sales were OK this past week-
end but they seemed a bit lower
than the same time last year,”
said Patty Cover, manager, The
Gift Store in Hollin Hall Shop-
ping Center.

Next door, Dorothy Trimber,
owner, The Blossom Shop, a combination florist and gift
shop, also gave the weekend an “OK” grade. “It was prob-
ably better than I expected. I was expecting very low num-
bers due to the economy,” she said.

Trimber also has established a clientele for whom she
does both in-home and business decorating which has
been steadily growing over the past several years. “I didn’t
get any new clients this year for deco-
rating. People are just not spending
as much decorating their homes,”
Trimber said

“People seem to be looking for nice
gifts but not ones that are over the top
in price. One interesting fact was that
we sold all but three of our Nativity
Scene sets. Maybe they’re returning to
more of the basics,” Trimber specu-
lated.

For Kevin Green, owner of the Vir-
ginia Florist, also a combination flo-
ral/gift shop in Belle View Shopping
Center, Black Friday weekend was
only worth an “OK.” But, again most
of his holiday business occurs closer
to Christmas.

“This is particularly true of the flo-
ral part of the business. So far the
decorating part of the business has
stayed solid,” he said.

Green always offers a wide range
of very unusual gift possibilities such
as bookends of the Lincoln Memorial
marking the 200th anniversary of
Abraham Lincoln’s birth in 2009 and

a five-foot Santa for decorating. It is these
types of items that shoppers did not claim
this past weekend as they have in past
years.

The Shops at Mount Vernon had a
“great Friday and Saturday” but “Sun-
day was a disaster,” according to Julia
A. Mosley, director of retail, Mount
Vernon Estate & Gardens. The weather
Sunday caused a double problem at
Mount Vernon. It not only impacted sales
at The Shops but also hurt the Estate’s
Candlelight Tour that brings visitors to
The Shops.

“People are being careful this year.
They seem to be buying more items for
their homes. A big item for us was our
three dimensional Advent Calendar. It is
something they can keep and enjoy year
after year,” Mosley said.

Sunday’s bleak weather rained
on merchant’s holiday parade.

‘Black Friday’ Not Black Enough

The Virginia Florist in the Belle
View Shopping Center.

Sheila Cianciolo trims a tree in
the Blossom Shop at the Hollin
Hall Shopping Center

“It was probably
better than
I expected.”

— Dorothy Trimber,
owner,

The Blossom Shop
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Parent volunteers Becky Waitt and Shawn Bloom help to serve the nearly 900
participants in the annual Thanksgiving tradition.

Fourth grader Khalif Nashid enjoys the
salad he helped grow and harvest. After

the classes harvested the lettuce, they
weighed what they picked and then

graphed their class totals.

Feasting on Their
Own Raised Food

See Fort Belvoir,  Page 5

F
or the third year, Hollin Meadows Science
& Math Focus students enjoyed a Thanks-
giving lunch from the school’s classroom

gardens. The feast includes a salad made with
lettuce, which was planted and harvested by the
students. Parent volunteers served the school-
grown salads and traditional Thanksgiving lunch
with all the “fixin’s” to nearly 900 students, fam-
ily and friends.

F
ort Belvoir joined the efforts of New Hope
Housing in providing Thanksgiving dinner to
the Eleanor U. Kennedy Shelter on Route 1.

Ft. Belvoir Installation Commander Col. Jerry Blixt
personally delivered turkey, ham, and all the trim-
mings for the shelter’s holiday meal along with mem-
bers of his staff.

“We are tremendously appreciative of the many
ways Fort Belvoir supports the residents at the
Kennedy Shelter. Thanksgiving dinner is only one
part of their generous support that includes special
dinners and events throughout the year. We thank
Col. Blixt and the many individuals and Army Units
at Fort Belvoir for their support of the shelter,” said
Pam Mitchell, executive director.

In addition to support from the U.S. Army instal-
lation, the shelter received turkeys and food baskets

Ft.Belvoir Installation Commander Col.
Jerry Blixt , right, is joined by Command
Sgt. Major Allison Smith in delivering
Thanksgiving dinner to the Eleanor U.
Kennedy Shelter.

Thanksgiving Brought to Shelter
Ft. Belvoir and local
groups provide dinner.

Teacher Charged
With Indecent Liberties

Dan Hegarty, 39, of Pratt Street in
the Franconia area, turned himself
in to police on the evening of Tues-
day, Nov. 25, 15 days after he alleg-
edly touched an 8-year-old McLean
boy in the locker room of Spring Hill
Recreation Center, according to po-
lice news releases.

He had been identified with help
from the public after flyers and a
composite sketch had been distrib-
uted. Hegarty was charged with tak-
ing indecent liberties with a child
under the age of 15.

Police spokesman Don Gotthardt said Hegarty had been a
teacher at the Browne Academy, a private day school on Tele-
graph Road. Gotthardt said the man was also a hockey coach,
although it is unknown in what league he coached.

The incident, as reported by the police, took place at about
8:30 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 10. The child was changing after
swimming when a naked man allegedly approached him and
touched him in a sexual manner.

The child was uninjured and reported the incident to his
parents later that evening.

— Mike DiCicco

Fritts Resigns as
SFDC Executive Director

Southeast Fairfax Development Corporation (SFDC)’s execu-
tive director, Lara Fritts, has resigned effective Jan. 2, 2009.
She has served in that position since June 2005.

Under Fritt’s direction, the agency has seen more than
$433,990,000 in development along Richmond Highway that
included the completion of such projects as Mount Vernon Plaza
Shopping Center, the addition of national retailers and res-
taurants and preparations being undertaken as a result of the
transformation of Fort Belvoir resulting from the 2005 Base
Realignment and Closure Report (BRAC), according to an SFDC
news release issued Tuesday, Dec. 2,

During her time with SFDC, Fritts also served on the Board
of the Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber of Commerce, contributed
her expertise to the economic redevelopment of New Orleans
after Hurricane Katrina, and regularly attended the BRAC
Board of Advisor meetings at Fort Belvoir representing SFDC.

The agency will conduct a search for a new executive direc-
tor. Job description and application information is available
at www.sfdc.org.

Resumes will be accepted through Dec. 23. They can be sent
to info@sfdc.org or to SFDC, 8850 Richmond Highway, Suite
105, Alexandria, VA 22309.

Kiwanis Key Clubs
Commence Holiday Tree Sale

Mount Vernon and West Potomac high school Kiwanis Key
Club students kicked off the holiday season last Saturday morn-
ing, Nov. 29, by pitching in to help Mount Vernon Kiwanis
Club members unload and set up 750 Fraser fir trees in the
parking lot of the Belle View Shopping Center.

The trees, on sale through Dec. 23, or as long as they last,
serve as the Kiwanis Club’s main annual fund-raiser, accord-
ing to Club President Bruce Malkin. Tree sales take place from
noon to 8 p.m. weekdays and from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturdays
and Sundays.

All proceeds will be used to improve the lives of needy fami-
lies and underprivileged children throughout the Mount Vernon
community, according to Malkin. For more information about
the Mount Vernon Kiwanis Club visit www.mtvernon
vakiwanis.org.

This Week in Mount Vernon

Police Photo

Dan Hegarty
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ebrating its 50th Anniversary entitled “Ex-
traordinary Lives — Members Since 1958.”

The 275-page, coffee table size book was
issued Nov. 25. It profiles the lives of its
subjects, written by AMX selected writers
and illustrators.

Each story has its own title that is repre-
sentative of the personality of the subject.
In the case of Nick Beltrante, his story, writ-
ten by former Washington Post staffer Judy
Bachrach and illustrated by Tavis Coburn,
is entitled “On Guard.”

The title captures this former District of
Columbia police detective who, after retire-
ment from the force, opened his own de-
tective agency in the Mount Vernon District
and gained a reputation as the “go-to guy”
to solve whatever defied solutions by oth-
ers. He pursued that career until last year
when he turned 80 and sold his agency to
a long-time employee.

“You know, I just can’t get used to being
retired. I’m have always been very active
and involved. I’m going to have to find
something,” Beltrante said seated in his liv-
ing room looking over the new AMX book
he had just received.

EACH OF THE STORIES vary greatly.
There is no common thread to the those
selected for profiling. “There is no social
group that has a monopoly on this talent
for living, but there is a noticeable concen-
tration of it in the generation born in the
early years of the 20th Century,” wrote Su-
san Orleans who composed the book’s for-
ward.

“And, it seems particularly strong among
those people who decided, in 1958, to join
up with this new notion of a charge card
offered by American Express,” she wrote.
In Beltrante’s case his decision was based
on pure pragmatism.

“I was a detective with the D.C. Police
Department at the time and I had to travel
out of town at times due to a given case.
The department had no way to provide
travel cash. You got paid for expenses after
you returned and submitted an expense
account,” Beltrante said.

“That was fine, but what was I supposed
to do on the road. That’s why I got the card.
It covered me until I got reimbursed,” he
said.

Beltrante’s gross salary as a D.C. police
detective at that time was $3,077 per year.
That amounted to a take home pay check
of $105 every two weeks. “That was a pretty
good pay in those days,” he said. “New Jer-
sey State Police were only making $1,800 a
year.”

Beltrante served on the D.C. Police Force
from 1949 to 1963. He was injured several
times in the line of duty and retired on dis-
ability.

During those years he had a multiplicity
of assignments. But, no matter what that
might be at any given time, Beltrante had a
knack for being in the right place at the right
time. He also got to know many of America’s
most powerful — and they knew him.

On June 17, 1972, his birthday, Beltrante
was called to the scene of the Watergate
break-in that eventually led to the resigna-
tion of U.S. President Richard M. Nixon.
Two days later Beltrante was hired by the
Democratic National Committee to debug
their Watergate offices and find any mole
on Democrat candidate George McGovern’s
staff who aided and abetted the break-in.

He was also the first D.C. police officer

on the scene, Nov. 1, 1950, of the attempted
assassination of President Harry S Truman
by Puerto Rican militants, at Blair House,
where Truman lived while the White House
was undergoing massive renovations. While
cruising the streets of D.C., Beltrante heard
on his police radio of a shooting near the
White House.

When he arrived he discovered the body
of a Secret Service agent on the street.
Truman stuck his head out the second floor
window to inquire what was going on and
was told to get “Back in” by other agents
now on the scene.

AS A YOUNG D.C. police officer, age 23,
he had the Georgetown beat.

Some of those he greeted and assisted
each day included U.S. Supreme Court Jus-
tice Hugo Black, U.S. Army General George
C. Marshall, and a young senator from Mas-
sachusetts named John F. Kennedy.

“I ignored him. Never thought he would
amount to much,” Beltrante said. To his
amazement JFK became president and
Beltrante became one of his prime protec-
tors in the District. Kennedy proved a diffi-
cult assignment because of his penchant for
going into crowds to meet the people, ac-
cording to Beltrante. He still has his doubts
about the Warren Commission Report’s con-
clusion on the Kennedy assassination.

Beltrante’s life journey commenced in
Atlantic City, N.J., where he grew up the
son of an Italian immigrant father who
worked for the Pennsylvania Railroad and
a mother of Italian descent. He had planned
to become a pharmacist.

Then, at age 17, those plans were inter-
rupted by World War II. Beltrante decided
to forego his senior year at Atlantic City
High School to enlist in the U.S. Navy. His
senior prom was spent with the U.S. Ma-
rines at Okinawa. That Marine Corps tour
also changed his occupational dreams and
led him into law enforcement after the war.

Beltrante was discharged from the Navy
in December 1946. “In those days if you
enlisted before graduating from high school
but were in your senior year they gave you
a War Diploma. So after the war I took ad-
vantage of the GI Bill,” he said. He got a
bachelor of law degree from La Salle Uni-
versity and an associate degree from the
Pennsylvania Institute of Criminology.

In 1949 he married his sweetheart Patricia
from Clifton, N.J., and they moved to Wash-
ington for Beltrante to join the D.C. Police
Department. They bought a house with a
two percent mortgage and had three chil-
dren, a son Michael, now 45 living in North
Carolina; and two daughters, Janice now
54 and Susan, 50. Both live in Northern Vir-
ginia.

Beltrante has been active in a variety of
veterans activities over the years including
the effort to establish a U.S. Naval Medical
Museum at the site of the site of the first
Navy Hospital, 921 Pennsylvania Avenue,
SE, District of Columbia. It was commis-
sioned by President Abraham Lincoln in
1866. Unfortunately that project failed
when the District acquired the building from
the General Services Administration. But,
Beltrante remains hopeful it will succeed
in the future.

50th Anniversary of American Express Has Local Roots

Nicholas Beltrante, an original
American Express card holder, sits
in his Collingwood Springs living
room reviewing the new book
created by the credit card company
telling the life stories of 22 of their
first subscribers.

The same assessments applied to the
shops in Old Town.

“We never consider Black Friday to be
a big shopping day. At most, it can usu-
ally be compared to a good Saturday,”
said Adam Winer, owner/manager,
Artcraft in Old Town Alexandria.

“We were very busy on both Friday and
Saturday. But, Sunday was a bust due to
the weather. In general people appear to

be buying less expensive items this year,”
he said.

Todd Healy at Gallery Lafayette found this
Black Friday’s sales to be much less than
normal. “But, at this point, I attribute that
to most people being at the malls hunting
for bargains. We’ll see as the season
progresses,” Healy said.

One retailer that found the holiday shop-
ping spirit alive and well was The Christ-
mas Attic on South Union Street in Old

Sunday’s Weather Rained on Merchant’s Holiday Parade
Town. “We were very happy with our sales
throughout the weekend. We had a steady
flow of shoppers both Friday and Saturday,”
said Betsy Huser.

Kate Schlabach, owner, Why Not, the
childrens’ books, toys, and clothing store at
200 King St., gave the Black Friday week-
end an “all right” rating. Again she blamed
a poor Sunday showing on the weather.

Cathy Bradford at Kings Jewelry agreed
with Winer that the Black Friday weekend

is not a big sales period for them. “Our
shoppers usually wait until about 10 days
before Christmas to make their pur-
chases. They seem to get their mall shop-
ping done first,” she said.

“We had a lot of traffic over the week-
end. But, they come in and visit and see
what’s available before they buy. We have
regular customers that shop with us ev-
ery year close to Christmas,” Bradford
said.

Behind the Book
Nicholas R. Beltrante’s Story was chosen from

a host of original card holders who answered
American Express’ inquiry to know if they
would be willing to share their stories for pub-
lication, according to Frank Vaccaro, vice
president, Strategist Communications,
American.Express.

“Early this past spring we sent out a card to
all 12,000 of our original card holders asking if
they would be willing to share their life stories
for a book we were preparing to celebrate our
50th anniversary. We received a tremendous
response with many sending in their stories,”
Vaccaro said.

“We didn’t ask any American Express type
questions. It was about them not us. We felt the
best way to celebrate our 50th was to celebrate

them,” he said.
“We then spent a number of weeks evaluat-

ing their stories. Our objective was to get a wide
cross section of individual personalities and life
experiences. It was very difficult to make our
final selection because there were so many great
stories,” Vaccaro said.

“We wanted to create a special book to say
thank you to our original card holders. That was
the ultimate goal. This book is not for sale and
we have put out no publicity on it. We have left
it up to each individual as to whether or not
they want to publicize their portion of the
book,” he said.

The book does not mention American Express
except in the forward. Twenty thousand copies
have been printed and will be distributed to the
12,000 original card holders, writers, illustra-
tors and AMX partners, according to Vaccaro.

“We wanted to create a special book to say thank you to our original card holders.”
— Frank Vaccaro, vice president, Strategic Communications, AMX
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For more information
www.RexReiley.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance
703-768-7800x123

Alex/Stratford $649,000

8400 Brewster Drive
An Absolute Cream Puff!! This lovely 4BR,
3BA Split has been updated & renovated
from top to bottom-total turn key!  Kit,
baths, flooring, windows, landscaping,
driveway, appliances, roof, painting-its all
been done.  Schools are Stratford

Landing, Sandburg & West Potomac!  15 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 10 minutes
to Old Town, 20-25 minutes to NTL Airport & Pentagon, all along scenic
GW Parkway.

Alex/Mt.Vernon $599,900
9326 Craig Avenue

Large brick 5BR, 3BA split with 2 car
garage on .4 acre lot in lovely Mt. Vernon
area with lots of trees.  2 fireplaces,
energy efficient replacement windows,
beautiful refinished hdwd floors on main
level, new carpeting, landscaped fenced

rear lot with huge deck off sunroom addition, freshly painted interior and
exterior.  Superbly priced so renovate kitchen/baths to your desire.  Great
commute in minutes to Ft. Belvoir, Alex, Old Town, DC/Pentagon.

Rental Properties
8338 Bound Brook Lane – 4BR/2.5BA – $2300

6641 Rivertowers– 3BR/ 2BA - $1650

8506 Wagon Wheel Rd. – 4BR/3BA - $2,000
Owner/agent

Alex/ Belle View $209,850
6603 East Wakefield Drive #A2
Sunny 1st floor unit with washer/dryer in
the building. Immaculate condition.
Great Price! Only 2.5 blocks to shopping
center. Also walk to recreation center
(indoor pool and ice rink). Superb com-
munity amenities including outdoor pool,

tennis, basketball, volleyball, tot lots and picnic areas. GW Pkwy and bike
path down the street. 4 minutes to Old Town and 20 minutes to Ft. Belvoir.
Perfect location & price!

Alex/Mt. Vernon  $484,900
8426 Cherry Valley Lane

Large, lovely, 5BR, 3BA Split in popular
Riverside Estates.  Riverside’s largest
split w/ 2 car garage.  Spacious FR
w/FPL & beautiful sun rm addition.
Neutral carpets over hdwd floors on main
lvl & upgraded berber on lower lvl.  Kit

remodeled in late 90s. Professional landscaping. Great location – walk to
Ele and High schools. Commute in minutes –Ft. Belvior (5), Hunting
Metro & Alex (12), National Airport (25) Pentagon and D.C. (32).
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Alex/ Pinewood Lake $292,500
 4332 Birchlake Court

Beautifuly updated 3/4 bedroom town house
with 2.5 baths.  Located on a quiet cul-de-
sac with wonderful views of the lake.
Shows like a model – newer carpeting and
light fixtures.  Meticulously maintained &
great location, by the lake.  Commuting
minutes: Ft. Belvoir (5), Old Town &
Huntington Metro (12), Ntl Airport (27)
Pentagon & D.C. (32).

Alex/Mt. Vernon $799,000
9301 Old Mansion

Stunning Southern Colonial on quiet
wooded cul-de-sac backing to historical
Mt. Vernon Estate! Coveted waterfront
community, Riverwood is bordered by Mt.
Vernon Estate, Potomac River & prestig-
ious Washington Woods. Meticulous, one

family home offers 4 BRs, 2.5BAs, family rm w/FPL off lg eat-in kitchen, spa-
cious 2 car garage & lg dry bsmt. You won’t find a better lot & location.
Easy commutes to Ft. Belvoir, Reagan National Airport, D.C. & the Pentagon.
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From Page 3

Fort Belvoir, New Hope Team Up
from St. Louis Catholic Church, Alpha Phi Alpha

Fraternity, Redeemed Church of Christ, Defense
Health Information Management, AMYX, Grace AME
Church, Mount Vernon Universalist Unitarian Church,
and many individuals, according to New Hope Hous-
ing. Their donations helped make Thanksgiving fes-

tive for residents of the Mondloch House Family Shel-
ter as well as those in transitional and supportive
housing programs operated by New Hope Housing,
the oldest provider of shelter programs in Fairfax
County. The organization serves over 800 individu-
als each year, including more than 135 children.

Molly Parrish, Dedra Parrish, Rachel Manning and Nikky
Manning worked on an assembly line at A Celebration of
Giving and Sharing.

Season of Giving Begins

Cameron Richardson, the
youngest volunteer at A
Celebration of Giving and
Sharing, shows off stickers
that were among the gifts
placed into backpacks for
Fairfax County children on
Nov. 19.

Volunteers pack backpacks for 1,100 local students.

D
ozens of volunteers took part in a Nov.
19 backpack packing ef-fort at the
Massey Building in downtown Fairfax.
The effort is part of Volunteer Fairfax’s

annual A Celebration of Giving and Sharing program,
which will provide backpacks filled with goodies to
1,100 students at Weyanoke and Woodlawn elemen-
tary schools.
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The backpacks will be delivered to schools that
were selected based on need.

Nearly half of the students at Weyanoke and
Woodlawn qualify for the free and reduced lunch
program.

The delivery day is Thursday, Dec. 11, from 5:30
to 7:30 p.m. and the celebration day is Friday, Dec.
12, from 7:30 to 10:30 a.m.

‘Bountiful
Tom
Turkey’
The students of
Grace Episcopal
School helped
feed the home-
less of Alexan-
dria by creating
a canned-food
“Bountiful Tom
Turkey” on Nov.
20. Measuring
28 feet by 32
feet, this turkey-
shaped struc-
ture was made
of boxed and
canned foods
contributed by Grace Episcopal School families. More than 300 cans, jars and boxes of
food were used in the construction. All of the food was donated to the Grace Episcopal
Church Food Pantry, which works in conjunction with the Alexandria Department of
Human Services to feed Alexandria families in need.



6  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  December 4-10, 2008 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

See Holidays,  Page 23

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

A
laddin is a little big for a magic carpet and
a little small for a robust wise man trans
porting gold and other goodies.

And, chocoholics might find the colonial
version a bit bitter to their taste buds.

But, the gingerbread version of the Mansion is both
awesome and potentially delicious.

It’s all part of “Christmas at Mount Vernon.” And,

each of the above are new for this year’s holiday cel-
ebration, including the addition of 12 theme-deco-
rated Christmas trees displayed throughout the Ford
Orientation Center.

“Aladdin,” a one-year-old camel, is making his first
yuletide appearance at Mount Vernon in remem-
brance of George Washington’s fascination with ex-
otic animals. During the holidays of 1787 the Gen-
eral paid 18 shillings, the equivalent of $77, to have
a camel visit Mount Vernon for the amusement of
his guests and himself.

That camel is thought to have come from a tour-
ing show. It arrived at Washington’s Mount Vernon
plantation on Dec. 29. How long it remained cannot
be documented, according to Mount Vernon Research
Historian Mary V. Thompson and Livestock Supervi-
sor Lisa Pregent. Aladdin will be visiting until Jan.
9, 2009, according to Thompson.

THE PEOPLE-FRIENDLY camel was only one ele-
ment of a Nov. 25 press tour announcing the open-
ing of Mount Vernon Estate’s annual holiday festivi-
ties. The highlight of that event was the completion
of a gingerbread replica of the Mount Vernon Man-
sion by former White House Pastry Chef Roland
Mesnier and his associates Samantha Burdman, Mark
Ramsdell and Marlene Roudebush, each of the
L’Academie de Cuisine.

This five-foot-wide and three-foot tall edible re-
production of Washington’s home now graces the
lobby area of the Estate’s Donald W. Reynolds Mu-
seum and Education Center until after the holidays.
It took 300 hours to create, including the intricate
reproduction of the Mansion’s main dining room that
contains edible versions of Martha Washington and
her grandchildren preparing their Christmas meal,
with food on the table.

“Every element of the gingerbread Mansion dis-
play is made completely of edible material. There
are no artificial supports as is often the case in other

Former White House Pastry Chef Roland Mesnier, center, is joined by his two assis-
tants, Marlene Roudebush, left, and Mark Ramsdell, both of L’Academie de Cuisine, in
displaying their gingerbread recreation of the Mount Vernon Mansion.

A camel and colonial chocolate await holiday visitors.
Gingerbread Mansion for George

Mount Vernon Estate & Gardens Execu-
tive Director James Rees explains the
individual theme decorations on each of
the 12 Christmas trees placed through-
out the Ford Orientation Center.
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3652 King Street, Alxandria, Virginia 22302
Phone (703) 379-6010 • Fax (703) 379-8136

HOLIDAY HOURS
M-F 10am-6pm
SAT 10am-6pm
SUN 11am-4pm

Enjoy a Cozy Candlelit Dinner
“The Finest Lebanese Cuisine”

407 Cameron St. Old Town Alexandria • 703-684-9194
www.thepitahouse.com • Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner

Carryout, catering & delivering available
Family owned & operated

ORDER NOW!
Call Steve for orders or special requests

703-836-6328
2403 Mount Vernon Avenue in Del Ray

Holiday
Hams

Turkey • Crown Roast  • Tenderloin
Delicious Honey Applewood Smoked Hams

Noodles & Co. Coming to Plaza

A Noodles & Co. eatery will be the latest addition to
the revitalized Mount Vernon Plaza on Rt.1 in 2009.
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T
he restaurant
Noodles & Co.
will become the
latest addition

to Federal Realty’s Richmond
Highway shopping center,
Mount Vernon Plaza.

Mount Vernon Plaza, a
504,000-sq.-ft. regional shop-
ping destination, includes a
mix of local and national ten-
ants such as Home Depot,
Shoppers Warehouse, Bed
Bath & Beyond, and others.
The complex at the juncture
of Fordson Road and Route 1
has proven to be a major ele-
ment of the Richmond High-
way corridor’s ongoing revi-
talization.

In announcing the addition
of Noodles & Co., the South-
east Fairfax Development
Corporation — the revitaliza-
tion organization for Rich-
mond Highway — stated in
a release, “We are excited to
welcome this new addition to
our business community.”

News

SFDC promotes economic revitalization along the
corridor by identifying and procuring property to suit
the needs of potential businesses, according to Lara

Fritts, SFDC executive director. It also promotes ac-
tive economic restructuring and develops urban de-
sign plans.
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Call 703 751 8868

18 Roth St., 2nd floor
Alexandria, VA 22314

(just off of Duke Street, Free Parking)

for
Group Dance Lessons
Private Dance Lessons

Wedding Couples
Dance Parties

Showcases

Holiday Gift CertificatesHoliday Gift Certificates

Call 703 751 8868

Give the Gift of Dance

Dance Studio Lioudmila

Latin, Ballroom, Salsa, & Swing

Obituary

Joan Van Ryzin

J
oan Van Ryzin, a local art-
ist and office manager, died
Nov. 24 from cancer. She

was 53.
Van Ryzin lived in the Fort Hunt

section of Alexandria for more
than 20 years. Since 2006, she
served as office manager at LS2PC
Land Surveying Services in Falls
Church. She also worked as a sys-
tems analyst at Freddie Mac in the
late 1980s.

Van Ryzin was a lifelong artist
and nature enthusiast. For 10
years, she and her sister created
pressed flower artwork, which
they exhibited and sold at juried
shows at Mount Vernon, the U.S.
National Arboretum, the
Waterford Fair in Waterford, Va.,
and the Philadelphia Flower Show.

Throughout her life, she also cre-
ated hundreds of watercolor paint-

ings of the natural world.
Born in Missouri in 1955, Van

Ryzin spent most of her youth
growing up in New York and New
Jersey. She moved to Virginia in
the early 1980s, settling first in
Manassas and then in Alexandria.

Van Ryzin is survived by her son,
a large family, and many friends.
A memorial service to celebrate
her life is planned for Dec. 20 at
Huntley Meadows Park in Alexan-
dria. The service will begin at 1
p.m., followed by a reception from
1:30-3:30 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks
that donations be made to Hunt-
ley Meadows Park,
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
huntley, 3701 Lockheed Blvd., Al-
exandria, VA 22306.

Mount Vernon Bulletin

To have a notice listed in the Bulletin, e-
mail gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Call Rebecca Halik at 703-917-6407 with
questions.

Clotilda (Tillie) Cassidy, branch man-
ager of Weichert, Realtors’ Alexandria/
Belle View Office, has announced the
start of its annual holiday toy drive
to benefit a local non-profit organization
The community is invited to donate
new, unwrapped toys from now until
Dec. 14 at Weichert’s Alexandria/Belle
View Office, located at 1612 Belle View

Blvd., during normal business hours.
Additionally, the public can buy
Whitehouse ornaments for $17 at the
office until Dec. 17. Proceeds will go to
benefit the DVP. For more information
about the toy drive or to place an orna-
ment order call the Alexandria/Belle
View Office at 703-765-4000.

The Inova Mount Vernon Hospi-
tal Auxiliary is currently accepting
applications for adult volunteers. A va-
riety of positions are available and every
effort is made to match the volunteer’s

availability, interest and abilities. The
hospital is located at 2501 Parker’s
Lane. Call 703-664-7260 or visit
www.inova.org for more information.

Mt. Vernon Meals on Wheels is
seeking a volunteer driver coordinator
and a volunteer treasurer. For more in-
formation, please call Fairfax Area
Agency on Aging’s Volunteer Intake
Line: 703-324-5406, TTY: 703-449-
1186, e-mail
DFSAAAvolunteer@fairfaxcounty.gov
or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/aaa.
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U
nder one proposal, one new el
ementary school in Fairfax County,
Coppermine in Herndon, would
open next fall with almost 60 per-

cent of its students poor enough to qualify sub-
sidized meals.

Meanwhile at Oak Hill, the most affluent of
the six elementary schools in this boundary
change decision, the percentage of poor stu-
dents would drop from 4.4 to 3.4 percent.

At the other end of the county, the opening
of another new school, Laurel Hill, will
bring a boundary change there as well.
In one proposal, Lorton Station would
see its percentage of poor students in-
crease to 41 percent, up from 35, while an-
other school in that boundary study,
Silverbrook, would see its percentage of poor
students drop to 3 percent from 11 percent.

Students achieve more in schools that do not
have high concentrations of poor students, and
the county should use boundary change op-
portunities to improve these ratios.

There is no easy way to change school bound-
aries, as members of the Fairfax school board
can no doubt attest. They are in the midst of
another round of redrawing school boundaries,
this time because of the imminent opening of

two new elementary schools.
Some of these families have been through

multiple boundary studies and changes. In the
last decade, homes in the northeastern Floris
district have undergone six major school
boundary changes.

But some of the proposals on the table both
in the north and south part of the county
should never have made it to the drawing
board, because they would cluster poor stu-
dents in schools at a much higher rate than

the county average.
Overall, about 20 percent of students

in Fairfax County are poor enough to
receive subsidized or free meals. These

are students from families who are poor by any
reasonable measure.

Research shows that performance lags in
schools with high concentrations of poor stu-
dents, and one set of guidelines suggests that
school populations should be no more than 40
percent students who are poor.

There are places where this is nearly impos-
sible, whole school districts that have high con-
centrations of poverty. Not so here in Fairfax
where the average household income is more
than $100,000, the wealthiest county in the
country by recent measures.

Yet in 31 elementary schools in Fairfax
County, more than 40 percent of the students
are poor. That’s 31 out of 137 schools, or more
than 22 percent of the county’s elementary
schools with a student body with a very high
poverty rate, defined as 40 percent or more
students receiving subsidized lunch.

Seventeen elementary schools in Fairfax
County have a poverty rate of more than 50
percent, with some much higher.

It’s one more reason for the school board to
consider a county-wide boundary study. (An-
other big reason: some schools are over-
crowded while others have many open seats.)

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Don’t Lump Poor Students Together
Boundary changes should not create schools
with high concentrations of poverty.

Poverty Concentrated
On average, about 20 percent of students in Fairfax

County Public Schools are poor. Some schools with
high concentrations of poor students:

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL POVERTY RATE
Bren Mar Park, Alexandria 47.76%
Bucknell, Mount Vernon 53.85%
Cameron, Alexandria 55.61%
Groveton, Mount Vernon 58.44%
Hollin Meadows, Mount Vernon 44.48%
Hybla Valley, Mount Vernon 81.11%
Mount Eagle, Mount Vernon 75.17%
Mount Vernon Woods, Mount Vernon 77.99%
Parklawn, Alexandria 59.22%
Riverside, Mount Vernon 60.61%
Washington Mill, Mount Vernon 42.64%
Weyanoke, Alexandria 67.73%
Woodlawn, Mount Vernon 55.41%
Woodley Hills, Mount Vernon 55.39%

Letters

Editorial

More on Social Justice
To the Editor:

Thanks for printing the great article on
Social Action Linking Together (SALT) by
DeeDee Tostanoski [Gazette, Nov. 19].  Al-
though I am not a Catholic, I have been a
member of SALT for several years and ap-
preciate their educational  programs and try
to respond to alerts by contacting my North-
ern Virginia legislators.

However, your readers may also be inter-
ested in  knowing about the Virginia Inter-
faith Center for Public Policy
(virginiainterfaithcenter.org), which has
educational training programs highlighting
other social justice issues for the 2009 Gen-
eral Assembly Session meeting in Richmond
in January.

In fact, they have a Northern Virginia
Chapter, which is sponsoring “Social Justice
U” on  Sunday, Dec. 7 from 2 - 5 p.m. at the
Virginia Theological Seminary,  3737  Semi-
nary Road, in Alexandria. It is free and all
are welcome to attend. Father Gerry
Creedon of St. Charles  Borromeo Catholic
Church, a beloved member of the Board of
Directors of VICPP,  will be the keynote
speaker. Health care access, immigration
and car title lending are featured workshops
to be led by very knowledgeable staff of
VICPP.

To register go to http://ga4.org/
inter fa i thcenter/events/NoVASJU/
details.tcl.  For more information contact
Deborah Linick at dlinick@jcouncil.org .

 Joan McLellan
Alexandria

By Glenda C. Booth

National Audubon Society

C
limate change is here, it’s getting
worse and we must act, conclude sev
eral recent reports.  Temperature in

the Washington area has increased at a much
faster rate in the last 50 years than in the last
100 years. The Potomac River is rising, the
Chesapeake Bay’s warming and weather events
are becoming more severe, experts say.

Without action, higher temperatures from
climate change will bring more heat waves,
more extreme droughts, more stormwater run-
off, more vector-borne diseases and more res-
piratory disease.

A new Metropolitan Washington Council of
Governments’ (COG) report offers these sober-
ing facts about the metro area:

❖ The region will gain 1.6 million new resi-
dents and 1.2 million new jobs by 2030. If we
continue “business as usual,” greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions will climb 35 percent by 2030
and 43 percent by 2050.

❖ Transportation and electricity use is respon-
sible for 70 percent of GHGs.

❖ Individuals contribute one-third through
travel (63 percent) and household behavior (37
percent).

❖ Four coal plants produce half of the area’s
electricity. Coal-fired power plants are a major
source of greenhouse gases.

❖ Driving will keep growing, commutes will
get longer and transportation emissions will
escalate 38 percent by 2030.

Northern Virginia is an energy guzzler, says

Mike Tidwell, director of the Chesapeake Cli-
mate Action Network. Ranking 32nd in energy
efficiency, “Virginia uses too much power in the
present,” he wrote in Grist. In fact, Virginians
use more electricity every day than 75 percent
of the rest of the country.

What should we do?
Scientists say we must reduce greenhouse

gases by 80 percent from 1990 levels by 2050,
two percent a year. COG’s goals, unfortunately,
are weaker, 80 percent below the 2005 level by
2050, but they are a good start.

The most cost-effective step is to beef up the
energy efficiency of buildings (lighting, heating,
air conditioning) and vehicles. Other options
include concentrating development around pub-
lic transit, using cleaner fuels and reducing ve-
hicle trips. An October study found that Virginia
could meet 19 percent of its energy needs by
2025 through energy efficiency.

Effectively stemming climate change will take
innovative, bold steps by industry, government
and, yes, car-dependent suburbanites. Every step
helps, from planting more carbon-absorbing
trees, to switching to reusable bags, to taking
the bus. One compact fluorescent lightbulb cuts
carbon dioxide by 1,300 pounds. For more ideas,
read Audubon’s tips at www.audubon .org/
globalwarming. President-elect Barack Obama
has given us the charge: “Climate change and
our dependence on foreign oil, if left unad-
dressed, will continue to weaken our economy
and threaten our national security. Now is the
time to confront this challenge once and for all.”
Is northern Virginia ready to do its part, and if
not, face the consequences and costs of inaction?

Climate Change Hits Home
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Help sponsor one of over 800 families
in need of Christmas assistance this year.

Pick up an Angel off of our tree at the Springfield Mall and you
will receive a tax-deductible receipt in exchange for items pur-
chased for needy families which the Salvation Army will collect
and distribute one week before Christmas.

The Salvation Army would like to thank the Springfield Mall, Walmarts in Kingstowne
and on Route 1 and BJ’s Warehouse for their partnership in helping to meet human
need without discrimination. Please feel free to donate at one of our local red kettles
or online or by phone at www.salvationarmyusa.org, 1-800-SAL-ARMY.

We will be set up from December 1st-14th from 10am - 8pm

Silverman Galleries
Antiques & Antique Jewelry

110 NORTH SAINT ASAPH, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 (HEART OF OLD TOWN)

Since 1958  -  50 years ago
Maurice Silverman has been buying & selling

INTRIGUING OBJECTS FROM MANY CENTURIES
& BEAUTIFUL ANTIQUE JEWELRY

Celebrating 50 years, 1958 - 2008

703.836.5363     www.SilvermanGalleries.com

HOLIDAY HOURS START DEC 4
Noon - Five

Daily except Monday & Tuesday
Open every day December 17-24

Complete Medical, Surgical, Laser and Dental Services

1900 Elkin Street (off Fort Hunt Road)
Alexandria, VA 22308

703-360-6100 / forthuntah@yahoo.com

www.forthuntanimalhospital.com

Dogs     Cats     Birds     Exotics

Fort Hunt Animal Hospital

Discounts for seniors, active military personnel and

multi-pet households

Appointments available Monday - Saturday

In-house diagnostics including radiology, ultrasound,

Boarding for pets of all sizes and types
Geriatrics and those with special needs welcome

Fort Hunt Animal Hospital is located in Fort Hunt Centre

endoscopy and laboratories

Letters

See Letters,  Page 12

‘Make Sure
They’re
Soccer Fans’
To the Editor:

The following open letter is ad-
dressed to President-elect Obama.

No doubt you have spent weeks
and months giving serious thought
about the makeup of your foreign
and defense policy team. Your
likely candidates will include ex-
perts and veterans of previous ad-
ministrations, but for all their
qualities, please see to one key
criterion:  make sure they’re soc-
cer fans.

Those who follow “the beauti-
ful game” are already predisposed
to be effective foreign affairs prac-
titioners, for the same qualities of
the game that endear people are
also well suited to the shaping of
foreign policy.  Several come to
mind.

❖ Patience is a virtue. Most spec-
tator sports Americans enjoy are
rife with the prospect of instant
gratification.  We’re always one
swing away from a home run, one
long pass from a touchdown, or
one “alley oop” away from a slam
dunk. A successful soccer goal can
take several minutes to set up and
may only become an opportunity
after seeing a narrow opening. The
same tenet can be applied to for-
eign policy initiatives.

❖ Most Americans like their
sports to the extent to which we
get to see the stuffing beat out of
something. A baseball, basketball
rim, visiting football quarterback
and golf ball all have one thing in
common:  crowds go wild when
they’re assaulted. Soccer can have
its violent moments. Last year, for
example, a British match wit-
nessed a player’s shin bone sawed
in half from a slide tackle with his
leg nearly being amputated. This
is the exception. The general rule
is for the team to share passes set-
ting up what frequently becomes
a finesse shot. Appreciation of this
enhances approaches to the nu-
ances of foreign and defense
policy.

❖ Concentrate. American sports
fans seem plagued with ADHD. We
tend to get anxious if we go more
than five minutes without a time-
out or commercial break. Soccer
requires you to park it and focus
for 45 minutes (plus stoppage
time!), before you do it again in
the second half. The inability to
patiently focus on the big picture
has led to some noteworthy for-
eign policy blunders.

❖ Strong bladders only, please.
Attend a European soccer match,
and you’ll find that the quickest
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Zemfira Stage
THE LITTLEST ANGEL

Info/Res: 703-318-0619 or 703-615-6626
www.zemfirastage.com

by Patricia Gray, and

JACOB MARLEY’S
CHRISTMAS CAROL

by Tom Mula

Every Thurs, Fri and Sat @ 8P.M.

The Lyceum
201 S. Washington St, Alexandria, VA

$15.00 General admission - $10 Srs and students - $5 Children

Dec 20, Sat at 3P.M. matinee as well as an evening performance
Starting Dec 4 through Dec 20

Celebrate the holidays with the
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites Historic District Alexandria

December 25, 2008

Christmas Day Brunch
Book your Family Christmas Day Brunch

by December 5th, 2008 with a party of 4 or more & receive one complimentary meal.

Call now to start booking your memorable experience.
R o d r i g o  Ve r a

625 First Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

T: (703) 299 – 5140     Rodrigo.Vera@ihg.com

Sliced Roasted Herbed Turkey
Seared Salmon with Maple Syrup & Whole Grain Mustard Glaze

Smoked Virginia Ham with Butter Rum Sauce

Sliced Roasted Herbed Turkey
Seared Salmon with Maple Syrup & Whole Grain Mustard Glaze

Smoked Virginia Ham with Butter Rum Sauce

From Page 11

way to irritate those around you is to take
a comfort break before the half’s end. You’re
there for the game, not the men’s room.
Squirming during the game because your
mind is on a commode is a sure sign of
weakness and lack of purpose.

❖ “Friendlies” aren’t. In the U.S., we have
exhibition games. Many view the exhibition
season as tune-ups or tryouts but with rela-
tively little relevance to the regular season.
Soccer’s variants are called “friendlies.”
They are anything but. Friendlies can have
an enormous impact on how a team is
viewed on its home turf and may even lead
to fans calling for a manager’s ouster.  In

Letters

summer 2006, Scotland’s Celtic played D.C.
United at RFK Stadium. D.C. United won
4-0. Back in Glasgow, people stayed up un-
til 3 a.m. to watch the game on television,
and Celtic’s fans both at the game and back
home were literally in tears at the outcome.
The D.C. Metro system that night even saw
some fabled “soccer hooligans” who were
more than a little distraught. Likewise, you
should never treat an international gather-
ing as a “friendly.” You are being watched
and evaluated, and the outcome will shape
other countries’ approaches to the U.S. dur-
ing your administration.

❖ It brings the world together. U.S. for-
eign policy can either unite the world or

divide it.  Despite the fierceness of interna-
tional rivalries (the U.S. and Mexico imme-
diately come to mind), soccer brings people
together. Every four years, the world’s best
national teams come together in the globe’s
largest sporting event in what may be po-
litely called a “frenzy” to crown the world
champion. In June and July 2010, fans will
converge on South Africa for the World Cup.
Almost every hotel has long since been
booked in anticipation.  A carefully crafted
U.S. foreign policy has the potential to gen-
erate the same level of enthusiasm.  How
you do that, of course, is up to you.

I wish you all the best during the next
four years.  On Jan. 20, you’ll kick off. Will

you immediately charge the goal, or take
time to set something up?  Both have been
successful, and both have led to disappoint-
ment.

Jerry E. Sullivan
Vienna

Retired Army colonel, and the director of
Intra-governmental Affairs for the Africa
Center for Strategic Studies on Fort McNair,
Washington, D.C.  The views expressed in
this article are those of the author and do
not reflect the official policy or position of
the National Defense University, the
Department of Defense, or the U.S. Govern-
ment.
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

A
nyone wishing to envision Christ-
mases past need only to visit
Gunston Hall Plantation Dec. 12

and 13.
That’s when the home of the author of

the Virginia Declaration of Rights, forerun-
ner to the first 10 amendments to the U.S.
Constitution, known as the Bill of Rights,
will celebrate its annual “Plantation Christ-
mas.” These family evenings feature candle-
light mansion tours, horse-drawn carriage
rides, performances of seasonal music, and
samples of festive foods prepared by hearth
cooks from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. each
night.

Lanterns line the path as visitors make
their way to George Mason’s elegantly ap-
pointed home 20 miles south of Washing-
ton, D.C., just off Gunston Road, Virginia
242, where Gunston Cove flows into the
Potomac River. Thomas Jefferson referred
to Mason as “a man of the first order of
wisdom among those who acted on the the-
ater of the revolution.”

Mason built Gunston Hall between 1755
and 1759, “engaging the services of Will-
iam Buckland, a talented London-trained
carpenter/joiner, who designed the
mansion’s magnificently carved interiors.”
Mason lived at his plantation from its
completion until his death in 1792.

In the candle-lit interiors, costumed char-
acters representing the Mason family and
their guests prepare for daughter Mary’s
upcoming wedding. Mason fathered nine
children.

A spectacular holiday feast will be set on
the dining table, and guests will have the
opportunity to sample a few of the displayed
offerings being prepared by hearth cooks
in the plantation kitchen yard. Those cooks
are graduates of Gunston Hall’s Historic
Foodways Program.

See Gunston,  Page 20

Gunston Hall
Celebrates
‘Plantation
Christmas’

By Alissa Figueroa

Gazette

S
everal Alexan-
dria and Arling-
ton residents
are playing a

part in the annual Wash-
ington Christmas Revels
performance, celebrating
the Winter Solstice — the
shortest day of the year
— a midwinter tradition
that dates back to medi-
eval Europe. This year,
Christmas Revels will
bring the songs, dances
and theatrical traditions
of early Quebec to area
audiences.

The show tells the story
of a group of revelers
bringing in the New Year
in Troi Rivieres, a historic
town in Quebec. The ac-
tion follows a group of
men who leave the party
by canoe, traveling along
one of the three rivers
that flows through the
town in search of adven-
ture. They find it in the way of the Devil,
whom the men must defeat in a dance-off
in order to return home.

The show has a
cast of 80, including
60 adult chorus
members, about a
dozen children and a
handful of specialty
performers, includ-
ing the “tradition
bearers,” internation-
ally known profes-
sional performers
brought in from Quebec to play featured
roles. About 10,000 people attend the event
annually.

Photo contributed by Debbie Grossman

Revelers - back row (from left):
Victoria Metz, Steve Miller. Front
row (from left): Erin Schwartz,
Caroline Birasa, Jill Kester

A Bit of Quebec for Christmas

See Holiday,  Page 20

The Washington Christmas Revels brings
French-Canadian traditions to area audiences.

Local residents have been participating in
weekly evening and bi-monthly weekend
rehearsals since early September.

“It’s a lot of work, but
it’s absolutely worth it,”
said Arlingtonian Erin
Schwartz, who is per-
forming in the chorus for
the second time this
year.

Schwartz first joined
the Revels in 2006, au-
ditioning just four days
after moving to the area

in an effort to meet people. Last year she
worked backstage, serving as volunteer co-
ordinator.

“It’s very different being onstage versus
backstage,” she said. “Being able to see both
sides gives you a really good idea how much
goes into it. People work year round on the
show.”

FOR SCHWARTZ, the most important part
of the show is the community it brings to-
gether.

“It doesn’t feel like traditional theater,”
said Schwartz, who has acted in commu-
nity and summer stock theater for years.
“There are no egos. Everyone is there as part
of a family.”

Alexandria-based elementary school

Theater

E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is Thursday at
noon for the following week’s paper. Call Rebecca
Halik at 703-917-6407 with questions.

 ONGOING
Women can learn how to sing with lessons in a

group from 7-8 p.m. on Dec. 10. Free. Held at
The Hermitage, 5000 Fairbanks Ave.,
Alexandria. 703-764-3896 to RSVP.

Martha Washington hosts an 18th-century
Christmas with candlelit walks, fireside caroling,
and early American décor during Mount Vernon
by Candlelight. The Friday, Saturday and Sunday
evenings (Dec. 5, 6 & 7; and 12, 13 & 14) from
5–8 p.m. Tickets may be purchased in advance
at the Ford Orientation Center or through
www.MountVernon.org. Admission is $18 for
adults and $12 for children under 12.

Gallery West presents “Small Works and Holiday
Show and Silent Auction” through Jan. 4 at

1213 King St. Features a variety of art work by
members in every size. Silent auction ends Dec.
8. Visit www.gallery-west.com or call 703-549-
6006.

Gather the Family at Woodlawn runs Dec.
14,21 and 28 at Woodlawn. Experience an
1820s Christmas with America’s First Family
before trees, Santa and stockings. Tours
available from 5:30-8:30 p.m. $15/person; $5/
grades K-12. Visit www.woodlawn1805.org or
call 703-780-4000.

The Little Theater of Alexandria will perform
“Scrooge! The Musical” from  Nov. 22-Dec. 14 at
600 Wolfe St., Old Town. Performances are
Wednesdays-Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. and
Sundays at 3 p.m. Tickets are $18-$21 and
can be purchased at www.thelittletheatre.com.

The Alliance Dance Institute presents “The
Nutcracker” from Nov. 29 through Dec.
28 in the Landmark Mall, 5801 Duke St. Fifty-
five minute long performances are Saturdays
and Sundays at 1 p.m., 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. $20/

person. After the show, stay for photo
opportunities. Visit www.adidance.com or 703-
354-6000.

This Christmas, arrange for a personalized letter
from Santa Claus, postmarked from the
North Pole. The Alexandria Jaycees are offering
customized letters sent directly to children from
Santa for only $5 each. The letter will also
include a coupon to a child-friendly restaurant.
Letter requests must be received by Dec. 8.
Orders received after Dec. 8 will be postmarked
from Virginia. For more information or to place
an order, visit www.alexjaycees.org.

The American Horticultural Society hosts holiday
happenings at its headquarters at River Farm.
From Dec. 1 to Jan. 16, River Farm’s
grounds and estate house will feature lights,
poinsettias, and other festive holiday
decorations. All are welcome to visit and enjoy
Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., but
note that the grounds will be closed from Dec.
25 through Jan. 4.

Calendar

See Calendar,  Page 14

“Everyone should
experience [Revels]
at least once.”

— Melissa Carter, Assistant
Musical Director
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1905 Mount Vernon Avenue, Alexandria (Del Ray) VA 22301
703-548-2542 or 703-548-2593 • www.lastrada-ontheave.com

December 15, 2008
7:00 P.M.

Christmas Eve in Italia
WINE AND OLIVE OIL DINNER

Featuring an Italian Christmas Eve,
Chef Stephen will prepare a six-

course Italian Christmas Eve dinner,
featuring wines and olive oils

in each of the courses.

New Year’s Eve
Prepare for the new year

with a great Italian dinner feast.
Chef Stephen will be preparing his

daily menu and a special two-, three-
or four-course Prix Fixe menu.

Seating will be at
5:30, 8:00 and 10:00 P.M.

Please make your reservations early~
Space will be limited.

Please make your reservations early~
Space will be limited.

Looking to Sell or Buy a home in Northern VA
so you can make that move to or from the NNK?

Alexandria native & Irvington homeowner at your service
Now it’s your turn and I will make the transition easy

call
703 599-8964

bobbazzle@gmail.com

Warmer Beach Waters Worth the DriveWarmer Beach Waters Worth the Drive
Explore golf passion at more than 100 courses

Call Carly or David, 336-282-1870

Whether looking for an investment property with excellent
rental history, a vacation home on an unique island,

or a little bit of both, this is the house for you.

Drive couple hours south of Outer Banks and discover ocean breezes and
soothing golf for months longer at quiet, quaint Sunset Beach, NC, located
just across the state line and 30 minute drive time from airport in busy
Myrtle Beach, SC. Furnished 3 or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000. Newly remod-
eled, bright and airy single family, beach island home on a secluded area
of the island surrounded by views of the canal, marsh and ocean inlet. Sit
on one of the newly built front porches (1 screened) and capture a gor-
geous sunrise with your morning coffee or unwind with friends in the eve-
ning on the back deck and experience stunning sunset views.

See Calendar,  Page 20
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Mystique Fine Jewelry and
Designs, 211 Strand Waterfront in
Alexandria, will sell “December Love
Stone,” a 25-carat rose quartz
cabochon ring. Visit
www.mystiquejewelers.com or 703-
836-1401.

La Muse, 108 N. Patrick St., collects
and ships donations for
www.AnySoldier.com every day of
the year. Bring donations to La Muse
and it will be packaged and shipped
to soldiers. For ideas on what to
donate go to: www.ShopLaMuse.net/
Anysoldier.html or call 703-683-
1696.

FRIDAY/DEC. 5
 ArtFest: Fiber & Form

Celebration. 6-9 p.m. at the Art
League’s Madison Annex. Join for the
relaunch of Springwater Studios at
the Art League. Free. Visit
www.theartleague.org or 703-683-
1780.

Holiday Concert. 8 p.m. a the
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, 3001 N. Beauregard St. Hear
music by the NOVA Community
Chorus and the Alexandria Band.
Donations requested, 703-845-6252.

Pet Photos. Pets can take photos with
Santa at Olde Towne School for
Dogs, 529 Oronoco St. Proceeds
benefit Vola Lawson Animal Shelter.
$45/sitting. Visit
www.alexandriaanimals.org or 703-
838-4774 ext. 216.

Lunch Bunch. Noon at John Marshall
Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive.
Children up to age 5 can enjoy
stories. Free. Registration required,
703-971-0010.

Scottish Christmas Walk

Marketplace. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive. Shop for a variety of holiday
items, visit a café and buy heather
and greens. Visit
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com or
703-549-0111.

Heather and Greens Sales. 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. at Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive. Try a touch of
heather and greens to enhance
holiday decorations with a Scottish
flair. Purchase fresh heather bundles
or a variety of wreaths, garlands,
flatwoods and more. Free. For more
information on the Scottish
Christmas Walk Weekend, visit
www.campagnacenter.org or
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com.

Tree Sale. The Alexandria Police
department Christmas tree sale
begins on Friday, Dec. 5 at the
Alexandria Union Station parking lot
(110 Callahan Drive). The official lot
hours are: Monday-Thursday, 3-9
p.m.; Friday, 3-10 p.m.; Saturday
and Sunday, 10 a.m.-10 p.m. This
year’s tree selection includes Scotch
Pines, Douglas Firs, Fraser Firs, and
Concolor Firs. They will range in size
from 4 1/2 feet to 10 feet tall.
Proceeds benefit the Alexandria
Police Youth Camp.

Art & Crafts Holiday Market. 7 p.m.
at the Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 2704
Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Search
through gifts created by more than
20 artist members and enjoy baked
goods. Call 703-838-4827 for more.

Very Merry Musical. 7:30 p.m. at
First Baptist Church, 2932 King St.
Hear A cappella music and enjoy a
family meal with Santa. $25/adult;
$12/child. Visit
www.harmonizers.org or 703-910-
4600.

Holiday Dinner Theater. Alexandria
Harmonizers Chorus presents “A Very

Merry Musical” at 7:30 p.m. at First
Baptist Church, 2932 King St. $15/
adult; children ages 6-12 are $7; age
5 and under free. Enjoy favorite
songs and a family meal with Santa.
Reserved table seating. Visit
www.harmonizers.org or 240-206-
9626 for tickets.

Artists Reception. The Del Ray
Artisans’ Fine Art & Crafts Holiday
Market will have a free reception
from 7-9:30 p.m. at the Del Ray
Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mt. Vernon
Ave., Alexandria. Call 703-838-4827
for more.

 SATURDAY/DEC. 6
 Wreath Making. 10:30 a.m.-12:30

p.m. at Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. Learn how to
create your own holiday wreath.
Materials provided. $48. Registration
required – 703-642-5173.

Art Exhibit. See artwork by Yuri
Kokoyanin at The von Brahler Ltd./
Gallery, 1437 Powhatan St., from 11
a.m.-3 p.m. Call for weekday hours,
703-798-8686. Free.

Wild for Winter Waterfowl. 11:30
a.m. at Mason Neck, 7301 High Point
Road. Observe swans, ducks and
more. Free. 703-339-2385.

Majestic Eagles. 5 p.m. at Mason
Neck, 7301 High Point Road. Look
for bald eagles while learning about
them. Free. 703-339-2385.

Pet Photos. Pets can take photos with
Santa at Olde Towne School for
Dogs, 529 Oronoco St. Proceeds
benefit Vola Lawson Animal Shelter.
$45/sitting. Visit
www.alexandriaanimals.org or 703-
838-4774 ext. 216.

A Christmas Marketplace. 10 a.m.-5
p.m. at Masonic Memorial, 101
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Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think to hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

teacher Jill Kester is perform-
ing in the chorus for the first
time this year.

“It’s remarkable how open
[Revels] is to new people,” said
Kester. As a newcomer, she was
paired with a veteran “buddy”
who helped her and served as
a resource for any questions or
problems that arose.

“What really blows me away
is the size and scope of the
show,” she added. Kester was
particularly impressed by the
commitment to historical accu-
racy and careful attention to
detail demonstrated by the
show’s organizers and creative
directors.

Melissa Carter agrees. She’s
participated with the Revels
since 1989, first as a volunteer
performer and now as assistant
musical director. In that time
she’s seen the chorus grow by
50 per cent and a more narra-
tive, complex story structure
taking shape in the perfor-
mances.

“AT THE BEGINNING there
was a lot less choral involve-

Where and When
 Performances take place the week-

ends of Dec. 5 and Dec. 12 at Lisner
Auditorium (730 21 St., NW, Wash-
ington, D.C.). Ticket prices range from
$18 - $45. To purchase tickets visit
www.revelsdc.org or call 301-587-
3835.

From Page 13

ment. Now there is a story be-
hind every person on stage. It’s
much more intricate,” she said.
“When the chorus has full
knowledge of the story’s
timeline and storyline, they are
more able to reach out to the
audience and draw people in.”

This idea — of incorporating
the audience into the action on
stage — is a key component of
the Revels. Carter contends that
the Revels is also one of the few
places where audiences can ex-
perience traditional folk music
from all over the world. This
year’s show is uniquely French-
Canadian, she explained, in that
it represents at all aspects of the
culture, incorporating Native
American and French influences
and all the nuances they bring.

“It’s really a wonderful expe-
rience,” said Carter. “Everyone
should experience it at least
once.”

Holiday Show
Callahan Drive. Vendors sell unique,

holiday gift wares in a boutique
setting. Free. For more information
on the Scottish Christmas Walk
Weekend, visit
www.campagnacenter.org or
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com.

Heather and Greens Sales. 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. at Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive. Try a touch of
heather and greens to enhance
holiday decorations with a Scottish
flair. Purchase fresh heather bundles
or a variety of wreaths, garlands,
flatwoods and more. Free. For more
information on the Scottish
Christmas Walk Weekend, visit
www.campagnacenter.org or
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com.

Craft Sale. Heritage Presbyterian
Church is holding a craft sale “Made
by the Bell” from 9 a.m.-noon at the
church, 8503 Fort Hunt Road. One
hundred percent of the proceeds go
to support Heritage Presbyterian
Women’s outreach programs for
children and women. Call Jenny
Kennedy at 703-360-9546 or visit
www.heritagechurchva.org for more
information.

Art & Crafts Holiday Market. 10
a.m.-6 p.m. at the Del Ray Artisans
Gallery, 2704 Mt. Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. Search through gifts
created by more than 20 artist
members and enjoy baked goods.
Call 703-838-4827 for more.

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
Holiday Bazaar. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at
1608 Russell Road. Free. There will
be a silent auction, vendors, variety
of items, children’s activities and
more. 703-683-0798.

Holiday Pottery Event. 10 a.m.-2
p.m. at Schlesinger Center, 3001 N.
Beauregard St. Free. Browse works See Calendar,  Page 21
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by students of NOVA. Visit
www2.nvcc.edu for more.

Holiday Boat Parade of Lights.
Begins at 3 p.m. with a holiday
review featuring local school groups
performing. Santa will arrive via boat
dockside at the gazebo. Pets are
welcome for photos as well. Boat
parade starts at 5:30 p.m. Free. Visit
www.funside.com for more.

Lights of Love. The Inova Mount
Vernon Hospital Auxiliary will
present the 26th annual Lights of
Love program at 5 p.m. in the
hospital’s main lobby. For a donation
of $5 dedicate a light in memory of a
loved one or to honor a friend,
neighbor, or relative who has added
joy. For a donation of $100, dedicate
a light in the tree-top star.
Entertainment includes the “Festival
of Music” by the West Potomac High
School Soundsations and songs by
Dr. Cleve Francis, Inova MVH
cardiologist and renowned vocalist. A
reception in the hospital cafeteria
will follow the program. The hospital
is located at 2501 Parker’s Lane,
Alexandria. For any questions contact
the Volunteer Services Office at 703-
664-7260.

Tree Lighting and Luminaria
Display. 5:30 p.m. on Mount
Vernon Avenue, followed by a tree
lighting ceremony at 6 p.m. near the
Mount Vernon Rec Center, located at
Commonwealth and Mount Vernon
avenues. Free. Visit www.pwba.org,
www,funside.com or 703-683-2570.

Massed Band Concert. 1-1:30 p.m.
at King and Royal streets, in front of
City Hall at Market Square, 301 King
St. Free. Hear a variety of songs after
the parade route.

Holiday Concert. 7-8:30 p.m. at River
Farm, 7931 E. Boulevard Drive.
Features music by Jody Marshall,
Andrea Hoag and Paul Nahay. $10/

member or $15/nonmember. Space is
limited. Visit www.ahs.org or 703-
768-5700 ext. 125.

Scottish Preview. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at
the Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.,
Alexandria. Includes bagpipe
performances, Celtic music, military
living history demonstrations and
more. Free. Call 703-838-4994 for
more information.

Mount Vernon by Candlelight.
Learn about the Washington’s
Christmas traditions, meet historic
characters and tour the home by
candlelight, including the rarely seen
third floor from 5-8 p.m. at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate &
Gardens. Visit
www.mountvernon.org or call 703-
780-2000 for cost information.

Santa Railway Express. Ride with
Santa from King Street Station to Old
Town Manassas and back on two
Fridays before Christmas. The train
departs King Street Train Station in
Alexandria at 1:25 p.m. and travels
to Old Town Manassas Train Station.
Passengers will disembark for holiday
stories and treats. The train returns
to King Street at 3:30 p.m. Buy
tickets only at Whistle Stop Hobbies
in Old Town. Visit
www.whistlestophobbies.com for
more.

The Scottish Christmas Walk
Parade. 11 a.m. beginning at the
corner of Wilkes and South Pitt
Streets in Old Town and ending at
the Campagna Center. Over 100
Scottish Clans, pipe and drum bands,
Scottish dancers, re-enactment
groups, Scottie dog groups,
dignitaries and, of course, Santa
Claus will march down the
cobblestone streets of Old Town. For
more information on the Scottish
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In conjunction with Plantation
Christmas, Gunston is offering its
annual Yuletide Dinner. This holi-
day meal, with all the trimmings,
features a selection of traditional
fare and includes admission to
Plantation Christmas.

The Yuletide Dinner is $39.95
for adults and children ages 11
and older, $19.95 for children age
six to 10. Those wishing to par-
ticipate are urged to call 703-550-
9220, as limited seating is avail-
able for Friday and Saturday eve-
nings.

Admission to the Plantation
Christmas is $14 for adults, $7 for
ages six to 18, and free for chil-
dren age six and under. For addi-
tional information call 703-550-
9220 or visit www.Gunston
Hall.org.

From Page 20

From Page 13

Calendar

Gunston
Hall
Celebrates

Christmas Walk Weekend, visit
www.campagnacenter.org or
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com.

Holiday Designer Tour of Homes.
11 a.m.- 4 p.m. Stroll through
buildings of historic importance
dressed up for the holidays by
acclaimed interior designers and
local florists. Tickets required $25/
advance or $30/day of purchase and
can be purchased at homes. Call 703-
549-0111 for tickets. For more
information on the Scottish
Christmas Walk Weekend, visit
www.campagnacenter.org or
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com.

Holiday Dinner Theater. Alexandria
Harmonizers Chorus presents “A Very
Merry Musical” at 12:30 p.m. and 6
p.m. at First Baptist Church, 2932
King St. $15/adult; children ages 6-
12 are $7; age 5 and under free.
Enjoy favorite songs and a family
meal with Santa. Reserved table
seating. Visit www.harmonizers.org
or 240-206-9626 for tickets.

Holiday Ornament Decorating
Workshop. 1-4 p.m. at the
Alexandria Archaeology Museum,
105 N. Union St., 3rd floor of the
Torpedo Factory Art Center. Decorate
take-home ornaments using shapes,
colors and patterns based on the
Museum’s collection of excavated
artifacts. Free. Call Alexandria
Archaeology for more information,
703-838-4399.

Holiday Reception. 6-9 p.m., Gallery
West presents “Small Works and
Holiday Show and Silent Auction”
through Dec. 24 at 1213 King St.
Features a variety of art work by
members in every size. Silent auction
ends Dec. 8. Visit www.gallery-
west.com or call 703-549-6006.
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com,Realtors®

Alex/Del Ray $539,000
Charming brick cape w/updated kit, cozy patio &
landscaped lot w/view of river.  Separate dining rm ,
fireplace & high ceiling unfinished LL.

2418 Sanford Street
Mary Hurlbut 703-548-4741

Alex/Old Town $1,395,000
Elegant brick home w/architectural detailing. Huge
renovated kitchen. Arched entries, custom molding,
2 master suites, sun rm, private yard & slate patio.

615 Royal Street
Eva Damelin 703-625-2382

Alexandria $700,000
Tucked away in the woods! Stunning , light filled 3 levell, 4
bedrm, 3.5 bath detached home in Kingstowne area. Over
3700 square feet of living space.

6851 Rolling Creek Way
Marianne Welds   703-869-1320

Alexandria $499,500
Updated 4 bedrm, 2 bath home in Brookville. Full
LL w/family rm & screened porch.  Large fenced lot
on cul-de-sac. Close to everything.

4709 Richmarr Place
Bob Bazzle 703-599-8964

Alex/Old Town
$675,000

Delightful historic home
in heart of Old town.
Lovely light infused
interior, updated kitchen
& baths. Gorgeous
random-width floor
planks, 3 bedrms, 2
baths, ample storage
w/built-ins.

311 Wilkes Street
Diann Hicks 703-628-2440

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

Please bring a new
unwrapped toy to the
office between now
and December 18th.
All toys will be
donated to LOCAL
children c/o The
Campagna
Center.

ANNUAL
TOY
DRIVE

ANNUAL
TOY
DRIVE

Alexandria $197,000
Sun filled 1 bedrm condo w/balcony &
panoramic view! Freshly painted & garage
parking.

1225 Martha Custis Drive #1414
Sandy H. McConville 703-402-1567

3717 Ingalls Avenue
Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alex/Fairlington
$375,000

Convenient &
affordable! Lovely
3 bedrm, 1.5 bath
brick TH located
around corner from
Bradlee Center.

Alexandria $734,437
Renovated Cape in  Clover w/3 bedrms & 2 baths including
master suite. New windows, garage door, kitchen, patio,
laundry/dressing room & more! Great fenced yard.

411 Skyhill Road
Phil Cefaratti  703-371-7601

Alex/Del Ray
$639,000

Beautiful 3 level, 3
bedrm, 2.5 bath
home w/custom
finishes & built-ins!
Lots of storage &
double driveway.
Blocks to shops
on “The Avenue” &
Braddock Metro. Alexandria $735,000

Rarely available penthouse w/2 bedrms, 2.5 baths
& 2 garage spaces. Vaulted ceilings, fireplace &
balcony view of Washington Monument.

610 West Street
Eva Damelin  703-625-2EVA

1717 Price Street
Christine Garner 703-587-4855
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display gingerbread houses,” said
Mesnier.

“We worked on this for two weeks. Many
of the parts are made ahead of time. The
glue holding those parts together is choco-
late,” he said.

“It was great fun as the various parts be-
gan to come together. The reason it is all
natural, with no non-edible part, is that I
always believe that someone will be
tempted to take a bite when no one is look-
ing and then discover that it is a non-edible
frame just covered with gingerbread. This
is the real thing,” Mesnier said.

Every intricate detail of the Mansion was
fashioned from edible materials — from the
snow on the driveway, to the curtains in the
dining room, to the tiles on the roof. Even
the chain link fence bordering the circular
drive to the Mansion entrance is made from
carefully fashioned, miniature chocolate
rings.

THE TOUR commenced in the lobby of the
Estate’s new Ford Orientation Center where
Mount Vernon Estate Executive Director
James Rees explained the various themes
represented by the decorations on the 12
trees placed throughout the center. Each
focused on a particular element of either

the Mansion or the Washingtons’ lives.
Upon entering the Orientation Center visi-

tors are welcomed by three trees decorated
in the themes of George Washington: Com-

mander-in-Chief; Lady Washington; and
George Washington’s Study. “The study was
Washington’s retreat from the world. It was
the room in the Mansion that most reflects

Washington,” Rees said.
Other tree decoration themes in-

clude Dove of Peace, the weathervane
atop the Mansion’s cupola; Mount
Vernon Architecture, displaying the
various addition to the Mansion made
by Washington commencing with his
residency in 1754; and George Wash-
ington: Surveyor, his initial career
which he undertook at age 17.

The one tree that is synonymous
with the historical preservation of
Mount Vernon Estate and the rein-
vigorated interest in Washington, his
life and times, is the Mount Vernon
Ladies Association tree. America’s
first national preservation organiza-
tion, the Mount Vernon Ladies Asso-
ciation was formed in 1853 by Pamela
Cunningham to save Washington’s

Holidays Transform Mount Vernon Estate

“Aladdin” the camel is a 2008 addition to the Christmas celebration at
historic Mount Vernon Estate and Gardens.

“Every element of the
gingerbread mansion

display is made completely
of edible material.”

— Chef Roland Mesnier,
former White House Pastry Chef
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Sports

Bigger Fish To Fry
Area girl’s basketball teams head into season
with higher aspirations than the past.

New Mount Vernon girl’s
basketball coach Terry
Henderson thinks his
Majors are poised to be
one of the top teams in the
Northern Region this
season.

Seniors Shoqoya Banks (left) and Tee
Wilkins (right) will lead a West Potomac
team that is looking to make its mark on
the Patriot District after a 7-14 record a
season ago
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West Potomac
Coach: Michael Weber
Player to Watch: Shoqoya Banks, senior
Last Season’s Record: 7-14
First Game: Dec. 2 at Washington-Lee

Mount Vernon
Coach: Terry Henderson
Player to Watch: Tracy King, junior
Last Season’s Record: 15-10
First Game: Dec. 2 at South County

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette

F
orgive West Potomac senior
Shoqoya Banks if she feels like
her basketball career has been
stunted a bit for reasons that

have nothing to do with any sort of work
she has or hasn’t put in. It’s a natural feel-
ing for someone who is just now experienc-
ing what life is like when the same coach
sticks around for more than one season.

Banks and the rest of the Wolverines have
an inkling the continuity brought about by
the return of second-year coach Michael We-
ber will propel them out of the Patriot Dis-
trict cellar, a place they’ve unfortunately
grown accustomed to for reasons beyond
the court.

“Since my freshman year this is my fourth
coach, so it has been hard,” said Banks af-
ter a recent practice. “Every coach wants to
take the program a different way since they
had just come here.”

Said Weber, who before coming to West
Potomac was the girl’s basketball coach at
Jefferson: “They’ve always had some decent
basketball players here, it just seemed like
they weren’t getting the most out of those
players.”

Banks is one of three seniors on the team
this season, but she is the only one who has
been in the program all four years. Weber
also expects contributions from two new-
comers, seniors Kelly Wood and Tee Wilkins.
Because of the relative inexperience of ev-
eryone around Banks, Weber plans to lean
on his loyal star to provide leadership for a
team that is learning on the fly when it

comes to playing winning basketball.
The Wolverines are coming off a 7-14 sea-

son that ended in the first round of the Pa-
triot District playoffs, so the second-year
coach and Banks are planning to make up
for some lost time.

“One of our first conversations was about
putting the things that happened in the past
behind her and just look at this as a new
beginning,” said Weber. “Even though she’s
a senior, you can leave a legacy on a pro-
gram after one year.”

LEAVING AN IMPRINT on the Mount
Vernon girl’s basketball team shouldn’t be
too difficult for first-year coach Terry
Henderson. It’s unlikely his presence will
go undetected on the sidelines considering
his 6-foot-6 frame.

But the girls playing for him should also
leave a lasting impression. Returning six
players and four starters from last year’s 15-
10 season that ended with losses to Edison
in the National District tournament and W.T.
Woodson in the regional tournament, the
Majors are primed to be one of the best
teams in the Northern Region.

Leading the charge for Mount Vernon will
be junior Tracy King, a second-team all-dis-
trict performer as a sophomore. And thanks
to the addition of junior point guard Jalinda
Venable, a transfer from Paul VI, Henderson
will be able to move King around to mul-
tiple positions rather than have her pigeon-
holed as the team’s primary ballhandler.

“Last year she was at the point quite a bit,
so it’ll free her up and get her back to more
of a natural wing position,” said Henderson.

It has been a smooth transition for

Henderson, who was the JV boy’s basket-
ball coach at Mount Vernon last year. He
said even last year he kept a close eye on
the girl’s team and watched plenty of tape
in the off-season, which has led him to be-
lieve that, with the right breaks, this team
could be onto something special.

 For that reason, Henderson has Mount
Vernon slated to attend a holiday tourna-

ment in Portsmouth, Va., where the past
three Virginia state champions have
emerged from.

“I want to put the team in the situation
where we are facing the best, so when dis-
trict season comes, we’ll be on a roll,” said
Henderson. “Hopefully it’ll give us some-
thing to build on and strive for the rest of
the season.”

Basketball Season Off and Running
T

he West Potomac boy’s team got
its campaign off on the right foot
with a 57-55 win over Washing-

ton-Lee in Arlington.
The Wolverines used a 9-2 run in the

beginning of the fourth quarter to grab
a cushion they would never relinquish.
It would come in handy down the stretch
after West Potomac missed several foul
shots, allowing Washington-Lee back in
the game. The Generals missed two po-
tential game-tying shots on the game’s
final possession.

West Potomac junior forward Keevyn
Hankins had 14 points and six rebounds
off the bench, while junior Martez
Redfearn pitched in eight points and four
rebounds. Guard Jalen Rosen (pictured
at right) added eight points as well.

“We started playing good defense at

the end,” said Redfearn. “That’s how we
came out with the win.”

The West Potomac girl’s team wasn’t so
lucky against Washington-Lee, losing 44-30.

The Mount Vernon boy’s basketball team
opened the season with a 85-65 victory over
South County. Mount Vernon and West
Potomac meet in both boy’s and girl’s bas-
ketball this Friday night.
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The Northern Virginia
basketball season tipped

off Tuesday night with
both the West Potomac

boy’s and girl’s teams in
action on the road.
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Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725

ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 7)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Highlight Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

Help Your Child Do
Better in School!
Make this your child’s
best school year EVER!

Springfield
Burke, Fairfax Station

703-451-4466

Your child can learn.

Alexandria
Mt. Vernon, Lorton

703-541-2211
Open Monday - Thursday & Weekends

Mention this ad and

GET 50% OFF DIAGNOSTIC TEST
Hurry, offer ends December 30, 2008!

Independently
owned and operated.

Reading, Writing, Math,
Study Skills, SAT Prep

When it comes to helping kids with the new school year, no
one does it better than Huntington. If your child struggles
with homework, can’t keep up with new classwork, or just
wants to get ahead, call us. We can help. We can diagnose
what is keeping your child from being his or her best and
create a program of instruction tailored to his or her need.
Just a few hours a week can improve your child’s skills,
confidence, and motivation.

50% OFFDIAGNOSTIC  TESTThru 12/30/08

Schools

Students entering grades nine
through 12 are invited to spend a day
with a student host at St. Stephen’s &
St. Agnes School, Upper School campus,
1000 St. Stephen’s Road, Alexandria.
Call for reservations: 703-212-2706.
Visiting days are Dec. 8, Jan. 12 and
Feb. 9.

The following students are from
Mount Vernon were named to the High
List, Episcopal High School’s academic
honor roll: Hunter Joseph
Fairchild, sophomore, and Nancy
Elizabeth Walker, sophomore.

A Celebration of Giving and
Sharing will be held on Dec. 11-12 at
two local schools in Alexandria. The
program helps plant the seeds of
volunteerism in youth. Students re-
ceive a special surprise – backpacks
full of books and toys - then talk to
community volunteers about the im-
portance of sharing and giving back.
After benefiting from volunteerism,
partner schools then engage their stu-
dents in volunteer projects,  thus
completing the circle of community
service. Partner schools are selected
based on need; nearly half of their stu-
dents qualify for the free and reduced
lunch program. The schools are
Weyanoke Elementary and Woodlawn
Elementary, both in Alexandria.

Gillian Hodge, a second grade
teacher at Woodley Hills Elementary
School in Alexandria, has been named
the WETA Hometown Hero for Octo-
ber. Hodge founded Grandma Rita’s
Children Inc., an Alexandria organiza-
tion that offers summer outreach
programs and educational opportuni-
t ies to underprivi leged children
between the ages of 5 and 14, when
she was just 16.  Using an inheritance
from her Grandma Rita, Hodge made
it a goal to educate neighborhood chil-
dren who were uninspired, were not
challenged, and did not understand
the world around them.  Through the
program, she introduced the children
to career and service opportunities in
their communities and provided men-
tors and role models while giving the
children a sense of self-worth and
building positive character traits.
Hodge has worked at Woodley Hills
for two years and has been a Fairfax
County Public Schools employee since
2002.

Local student journalists and
publications recently won awards
from the Journalism Education Asso-
ciation (JEA) and National Scholastic
Press Association (NSPA) at the JEA-
NSPA Fall Journalism Convention in
St.  Louis.  Winning Best of Show
awards were:

❖ Newspaper (13-16 pages):
tjToday, Thomas Jefferson High School
for Science and Technology (TJHSST),
seventh place, Teresa Ventura, editor,
Jennifer Seavey, advisor.

❖ Literary Magazine: Threshold,
TJHSST, ninth place, Liz Lagerfeld,
editor, Emily Orser and Julie Punaro,
advisors.

❖ Newspaper Pacemaker Finalists:
tjToday, TJHSST, Teresa Ventura, edi-
tor, Jennifer Seavey, advisor; and The
Purple Tide, Chantilly High School, Alex
Ott, editor, Bretton Zinger, advisor.

Individual students received awards
in the JEA Write-Off contest, held dur-
ing the convention.  Winners from
FCPS included:

❖ Excellent awards were given to
Carolyn McCallister of TJHSST for
Newswrit ing; Teresa Ventura of
TJHSST for Editorial Writing; Carter

Lockwood of TJHSST for Sports Writ-
ing; Hailey Arnold of TJHSST for
Review Writing; Amelia Friedman of
TJHSST for Commentary Writing.

❖ Honorable Mention awards were
given to Gloria Driessnack of TJHSST
for Copy Editing/Headline/Caption
Writing; Arvin Ahmadi of TJHSST for
Newspaper:  Layout;

Ten Fairfax County public
schools and the English for
speakers of other languages
(ESOL) alternative school pro-
grams  have been awarded 2008
grants by the Fairfax Education Asso-
ciation (FEA).  FEA sets aside $5,000
for grants for its members each year.

At Mount Vernon Woods Elemen-
tary School, students will be able to
use traditional African musical instru-
ments in their music classes, thanks to
the FEA grant.  Music teacher Russell
Nadel, who wrote the grant applica-
tion, said, “In a tough budget year
such as this one, our school has no
dependable source of funding other
than grants for expensive items such
as musical instruments.”  Approxi-
mately 77 percent of Mount Vernon
Woods students are eligible for free
and reduced-price lunch.

Nadel plans to teach students about
world music with the instruments, as
well as help them learn more about
their own and others’ native cultures.
He also hopes to enhance general
music instruction with the instruments
by providing new musical styles and
performance techniques for the stu-
dents and offering them for use in
songs, games, dances, instrumental
ensembles, and concerts. The school’s
Percussion Ensemble, which includes
students in grades 4-6, will be able to
perform traditional world songs on the
new instruments as well as using them
for improvisation and composing.

The FEA also awarded grants to:
❖ Bren Mar Park Elementary School

in Alexandria (Nadine James and
Melodye Berry), Closing the Achieve-
ment Gap:  Supporting Literacy for
ESOL Students.

❖ ESOL Alternative School Pro-
grams (Carey Crimmel), Helping ESOL
Students Develop Oral Language
Skills.

❖  Holl in Meadows Elementary
School in Alexandria (Sally
Chadbourn), Bridging the Gap:  Sup-
porting Reading and Social Studies
Achievement for ESOL Students; and
(Robin Rossi), Bridging the Gap:  Sup-
porting Reading and Math
Achievement for ESOL Students.

❖ Hybla Valley Elementary School
in Alexandria (Sherry Chevalley),
Family Literacy:  Using KEEP Books to
Promote Kindergarten Literacy.

❖ Woodley Hills Elementary School
in Alexandria (Barbara Dees), Student
Recognit ion:  Helping Students
Achieve With Positive Behavior Sup-
port.

Teacher job fairs.   Fairfax
County Public Schools is searching for
teachers, counselors, speech patholo-
gists,  occupational and physical
therapists, social workers, and psy-
chologists with strong academic
backgrounds and the passion to make
a difference in the lives of students for
the 2009-10 school year.  Employment
Services will interview candidates at a
Secondary School Instructional Job
Fair on Saturday, Jan. 24, 2009, (snow
date Jan. 31) and an Elementary
School Instructional Job Fair on Satur-
day, Feb. 21, 2009, (snow date Feb.
28), at Oakton High School.
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Home Sales

Copyright 2008 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc.
For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com.

To search for a home online, visit www.HomesDatabase.com.

10/02/08 ~ 10/31/08

Address ................................ BR FB HB . Postal City .. Sold Price .. Type ....... Lot AC .......................... Subdivision
7740 FRANCES DR ....................... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,100,000 ... Detached ...... 0.57 ............... HYBLA VALLEY FARMS
9320 LUDGATE DR ....................... 4 ... 4 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,050,000 ... Detached ...... 0.45 .. WYCLIFFE ON THE POTOMAC
1111 LYNDALE DR ........................ 6 ... 4 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $910,000 ... Detached ...... 0.54 ............. WELLINGTON HEIGHTS
8501 DOTER DR ........................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $765,000 ... Detached ...... 0.39 ............................. WAYNEWOOD
1211 OLDE TOWNE RD ................ 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $750,000 ... Detached ...... 0.24 ..................... NEW ALEXANDRIA
1109 CUSTIS ST ........................... 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $711,000 ... Detached ...... 0.66 ............................. WELLINGTON
2503 RYEGATE LN ........................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $690,000 ... Detached ...... 0.31 ............... STRATFORD LANDING
1797 DUFFIELD LN ....................... 4 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $664,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.08 .. BELLE HAVEN ON THE GREEN
6011 GROVE DR ........................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $650,000 ... Detached ...... 0.22 ............................. BELLE HAVEN
7109 MARLAN DR ........................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $650,000 ... Detached ...... 0.34 ....................... MARLAN FOREST
8807 BLACK ALDER DR ................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $630,000 ... Detached ...... 0.23 ................. WOODMILL ESTATES
1730 OLDE TOWNE RD ................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $630,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.12 .......... OLDE BELHAVEN TOWNE
8424 PORTER LN .......................... 6 ... 4 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $610,000 ... Detached ...... 0.34 . STRATFORD ON THE POTOMAC
2212 FORDHAM DR ..................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $590,000 ... Detached ...... 0.23 ................... FORDHAM VILLAGE
8733 FORT HUNT RD ................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $585,000 ... Detached ...... 0.46 .................... PLYMOUTH HAVEN
4018 COOL BROOKE WAY............ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $570,000 ... Detached ...... 0.25 ............................. WOODSTONE
8224 CHANCERY CT ..................... 6 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $530,000 ... Detached ...... 0.27 ..WILLIAMSBURG MANOR NORTH
7922 FAIRFAX RD ......................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $525,000 ... Detached ...... 0.23 .............. HOLLIN HALL VILLAGE
2418 CHILDS LN ........................... 5 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $522,000 ... Detached ...... 0.29 . STRATFORD ON THE POTOMAC
8411 BOUND BROOK LN .............. 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $515,000 ... Detached ...... 0.30 ................... RIVERSIDE ESTATES
2111 WILKINSON PL .................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $513,800 ... Detached ...... 0.34 .................................... KIRKSIDE
8406 CULVER PL ........................... 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $500,000 ... Detached ...... 0.33 ............................. WAYNEWOOD
3769 MARY EVELYN WAY ............. 5 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $485,000 ... Detached ...... 0.09 ..................... VERNON HEIGHTS
4407 ARAGON PL ......................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $469,900 ... Detached ...... 0.35 ................. MT VERNON MANOR
3308 CLAYBORNE AVE ................. 4 ... 3 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $465,000 ... Detached ...... 0.26 ................ GROVETON HEIGHTS
6719 STONEYBROOKE LN ........... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $447,000 ... Detached ...... 0.20 ........................ STONEYBROOKE
4400 GRANADA ST ....................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $446,600 ... Detached ...... 0.38 ................. MT VERNON MANOR
5993 GRAND PAVILION WAY ....... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $440,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.03 .... PAVILIONS AT HUNTINGTON
2467 HUNTINGTON PARK DR...... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $436,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.02 .... PAVILIONS AT HUNTINGTON
3906 STONE MANSION CT .......... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $428,000 ... Detached ...... 0.31 ........................ STONEYBROOKE
8102 COOPER ST ......................... 5 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $400,000 ... Detached ...... 0.29 .......................... TIMOTHY PARK
3381 BEECHCLIFF DR .................. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $399,900 ... Townhouse ... 0.04 ............................. HOLLY ACRES
2507 DAWN DR ............................ 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $399,000 ... Detached ...... 0.23 ............................. TEMPLE VIEW
3771 SHANNONS GREEN WAY .... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $380,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.03 ................. MOUNT VEE MANOR
6521 CAVALIER DR ....................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $379,000 ... Detached ...... 0.17 .................... BUCKNELL MANOR
2451 MIDTOWN AVE #1206 ........ 1 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $378,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors . MIDTOWN ALEXANDRIA STATION CONDO
5901 MOUNT EAGLE DR #506 .... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $375,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ..............................MONTEBELLO
8362 WAGON WHEEL RD ............ 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $375,000 ... Detached ...... 0.26 ................... RIVERSIDE ESTATES
8403 BOUND BROOK LN .............. 5 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $371,000 ... Detached ...... 0.24 ................... RIVERSIDE ESTATES
2215 ARLINGTON TER ................. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $350,000 ... Duplex ......... 0.08 ............................ HUNTINGTON
8436 HALLIE ROSE ST ................. 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $340,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.04 ........................... SKYVIEW PARK
7604 AUDUBON MEADOW WAY .. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $339,900 ... Townhouse ... 0.03 ................. HUNTLEY MEADOWS
4710 LAURIEFROST CT ................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $337,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.03 ........................... SKYVIEW PARK
5823 MONTICELLO RD ................ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $335,000 ... Duplex ......... 0.13 ................... JEFFERSON MANOR
7015 QUANDER RD ...................... 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $335,000 ... Detached ...... 0.17 .................... BUCKNELL MANOR
4719 LAURIEFROST CT ................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $325,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.03 ........................... SKYVIEW PARK
7210 STOVER DR ......................... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $322,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.03 ............................. WOODSTONE
7911 GRIMSLEY ST ...................... 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $319,900 ... Detached ...... 0.20 .................. MT VERNON VALLEY
4709 LAURIEFROST CT ................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $315,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.03 ........................... SKYVIEW PARK
4224 ADRIENNE DR ..................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $310,000 ... Detached ...... 0.54 .................... SULGRAVE MANOR
7415 NORTHROP RD.................... 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $310,000 ... Detached ...... 0.27 ........................... HYBLA VALLEY
8109 KIDD ST ............................... 5 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $305,000 ... Detached ...... 0.30 .................. MT VERNON VALLEY
7145 MASON GROVE CT #20 ...... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $305,000 ... Other ....................................... GROVETON WOODS
6858 DEER RUN DR ..................... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $300,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.03 ................ DEER RUN CROSSING
8507 TOWNE MANOR CT ............ 2 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $300,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.03 ....... MOUNT VERNON TOWNES
7921 GRIMSLEY ST ...................... 5 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $299,000 ... Detached ...... 0.21 .................. MT VERNON VALLEY
4301 GRAMERCY CIR ................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $293,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.09 ....................... PINEWOOD LAKE
1905 ROLLINS DR ........................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $289,000 ... Detached ...... 0.17 .................... BUCKNELL MANOR
2485 WINDBREAK DR .................. 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $285,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.09 . MT VERNON SQUARE TOWNHOU
2408 FORT DR .............................. 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $285,000 ... Detached ...... 0.16 ................................ FAIR HAVEN
8505 TOWNE MANOR CT ............ 2 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $280,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.03 ....... MOUNT VERNON TOWNES
2603 STONE HEDGE DR .............. 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $269,900 ... Detached ...... 0.23 ............................ CALVERT PARK
2451 MIDTOWN AVE #618 .......... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $269,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............ MIDTOWN ALEXANDRIA
5903 MOUNT EAGLE DR #312 .... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $260,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ..............................MONTEBELLO
7252 STOVER DR ......................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $260,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.05 ............................. WOODSTONE
3757 ROXBURY LN ....................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $253,277 ... Townhouse ... 0.05 ........ ROXBURY OF MT VERNON
7927 CENTRAL PARK CIR ............ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $245,900 ... Townhouse ... 0.09 ....................... PINEWOOD LAKE
7831 ASHTON ST ......................... 3 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $240,320 ... Detached ...... 0.28 ................. MT VERNON WOODS
4310 GRAMERCY CIR ................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $240,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.05 ....................... PINEWOOD LAKE
7837 GUM SPRINGS VILLAGE DR . 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $239,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.04 .............. VILLAGE AT GUM SPGS
4400 LONGWORTHE SQ .............. 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $239,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.05 ....................... PINEWOOD LAKE
6473 BRICK HEARTH CT .............. 2 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $239,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.03 ............. SOUTH KINGS STATION
4219 MAIN ST .............................. 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $230,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.04 ........................... CHATEAUNEUF
4346 PEMBROOK VILLAGE DR#53 .. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $220,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .................. PEMBROOK VILLAGE
8104 OAKLAKE CT........................ 5 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $220,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.05 ....................... PINEWOOD LAKE
2028 ARLINGTON TERRACE ........ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $220,000 ... Duplex ......... 0.09 ............................ HUNTINGTON
2334 FAIRVIEW TER ..................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $214,000 ... Duplex ......... 0.08 ............................ HUNTINGTON
8313 CLAREMONT WOODS DR ... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $200,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.03 ............. GEORGELAND VILLAGE
8238 CLAREMONT WOODS DR ... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $200,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.05 ............. GEORGELAND VILLAGE
2912 GROVETON ST .................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $199,900 ... Detached ...... 0.15 ................. MEMORIAL HEIGHTS
7029 BRYANT TOWNE CT ............ 3 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $198,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.04 ......................... BRYANT TOWNE
6641 WAKEFIELD DR #912 .......... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $194,750 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ........................... RIVER TOWERS
2303 FARRINGTON AVE #302 ..... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $185,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ................... FARRINGTON PLACE
5847 FIFER DR ............................. 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $185,000 ... Duplex ......... 0.09 ............................ HUNTINGTON
8605 VENOY CT ............................ 3 ... 1 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $184,550 ... Townhouse ... 0.03 .. VILLAGES OF MOUNT VERNON
8223 CLAREMONT WOODS DR ... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $180,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.05 ............. GEORGELAND VILLAGE
5840 FIFER DR ............................. 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $180,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.10 ............................ HUNTINGTON
2321 GLENDALE TER ................... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $171,000 ... Duplex ......... 0.08 ............................ HUNTINGTON
3502 GROVETON ST .................... 3 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $168,000 ... Detached ...... 0.29 ........................ KINGS HIGHWAY
4301 PEMBROOK VILLAGE DR .... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $158,000 ... Townhouse ............................. PEMBROOK VILLAGE
8624C BEEKMAN PL #24C ........... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $155,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ........ CLUSTERS AT WOODLAWN
3218 GROVETON ST .................... 1 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $150,000 ... Detached ...... 0.16 ................ GROVETON HEIGHTS
6621 WAKEFIELD DR #519 .......... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $150,000 ... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ........................ RIVER TOWERS
8526 ENGLESIDE ST .................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $148,000 ... Detached ...... 0.13 ................................. ENGLESIDE
7918 SAUSALITO PL #30B ........... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $130,000 ... Townhouse ............................................. SEQUOYAH
3891 MANZANITA PL #59E ......... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $124,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .................................. SEQUOYAH
7939 SAN LEANDRO PL #106B ... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $110,000 ... Townhouse ... 0.00 ................................. SEQUOYAH
8402 EUREKA CT #98 .................. 2 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $104,900 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ..................... PINEWOOD LAWNS
3870 HAVENWOOD PL #75E ....... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $101,929 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .................................. SEQUOYAH
7970 AUDUBON AVE #A1 ............ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $100,000 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ..... COLCHESTER TOWNE COND
3803 LARAMIE PL #122K ............ 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ....... $89,900 ... Garden 1-4 Floors .................................. SEQUOYAH
7915 SAN LEANDRO PL #119E ... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ....... $89,900 ... Townhouse ............................................. SEQUOYAH
8604 VILLAGE WAY #B ................ 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ....... $85,050 ... Garden 1-4 Floors ............................. VILLAGES THE
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News

See Gingerbread,  Page 28

home.
Those visiting Mount Vernon this holiday

season will also be able to learn how one of
the real delicacies of the America’s colonial
era was made as well as savor a taste.
Chocolate was not only a favorite sweet but
also a favorite drink at the Washingtons’
Mount Vernon.

“This was a drink and treat only for adults
at that time. Balls of chocolate were often
given by Martha Washington as special gifts
to guests,” said Gail Cassidy, manager of
interpretations, Mount Vernon.

Washington’s first recorded order for
chocolate was for 20 pounds, which arrived
from England in 1758. It was a typical
breakfast beverage in colonial America.
Eventually, it was far more prevalent here
than in Britain or Europe because America
was closer to the source of the cocoa bean
which grew primarily in the Caribbean and
South America, according to Cassidy.

She and colonial interpreter Donna
Boulter demonstrated how chocolate was
prepared in colonial America and offered
samples to visitors. They will be an integral
part of this year’s “Christmas at Mount
Vernon.”

All of this and more is part of a dramati-
cally expanded Mount Vernon Christmas
program that commenced this past Thanks-
giving weekend and runs through Jan. 6.
“Mount Vernon was bustling with activity
and visitors during Christmas in
Washington’s day. We wanted to bring that
same energy and anticipation to today’s visi-
tors,” said Emily Coleman Dibella, director,

A detailed reproduction of the
Mount Vernon Mansion, created
completely of gingerbread, deco-
rates the lobby area of the Estate’s
Reynolds Museum/Education
Center for the holidays, just in
front of a life-size bronze statue of
George Washington.

Holiday
Magic
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

EXPERIENCE THE JOYS AND REWARDS

Over 550 independently owned & operated offices worldwide

Quality of life is important to everyone. We help
keep seniors independent. If you like to cook, run
errands, and are a people person we need
Companions and CNAs. We also offer flexible FT
& PT hrs.  We only hire the best.  Visit:

www.BeAComfortKeeper.com

703-591-7117

WE ARE COMFORT KEEPER®

Entry Level Marketing Rep

$700-$900 weekly.  Growing Inc 500 
company offering opportunity for ad-
vancement and  fun work environment. 
No exp required, however, cust service 
exp preferred. Located in Fairfax walk-
ing distance from Courthouse. Positions 
filling rapidly.  Call Ashley now  to apply:

(703)383-0400

MAIL CLERK
Episcopal High School, located in Northern 
Virginia, is seeking a part-time post office 
clerk to provide backup support to the Post 
Office Supervisor.  The post office clerk, un-
der the direction of the post office supervisor, 
is responsible for assisting with sorting and 
distributing all incoming mail and packages 
to students and staff, assisting with the prepa-
ration of outgoing letters and/or packages, 
and maintaining the student bank accounts 
utilizing ODIN Software. This position is a 
Monday through Friday position, 10:30 AM 
– 4:00 PM, without benefits.  We offer free 
meals when school is in session. Interested 
candidates should send a cover letter and re-
sume tomlm@episcopalhighschool.org or fax 
to 703-933-3019, attention Melissa Martinez. 
No phone inquiries or walk-ins.  E.E.O.

MEDICAL BILLING/ 
FRONT DESK

ALEX/ARL.  P/T, 3-4 days.  Private 
medical office needs very reliable and 
prof indiv with strong  billing exp.  Good 
salary, great office.  Call: 301-469-7211.

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

Apply NOW, begin after finals!
Customer sales/service, flex

schedules. All ages 18+, conditions
apply, all majors welcome.

703-359-7600

HOLIDAY HELP &
SEMESTER BREAK WORK
$17.00 Base-Appt.

PRESCHOOL TEACHERS
Position Avail. for Full-time Preschool 
teacher at Alexandria Center. Bachelors 
Degree.    At  least   2   years  experience 
required. Competitive Salary & Med 
Benefits. Earned Leave & All Federal 
Holidays Off, Paid Annual Training, 
401K. Fax Resume 703-425-2703 or 
Email Resume: jobs@achildsplaceinc.com 

EOE

WE WANT YOU!
Toys “R” Us

The World’s Largest Specialty Toy Retailer Is

Now Hiring For The Following Positions In Our

Alexandria, Va Store:

• Positions Include,

• Overnight Stockers,

• Cashiers,

• Sales-floor,

• And Guest Service Team Members.

We Are Looking For Individuals Who Are

Committed To Providing Outstanding Service To

Our Guests. If You Are Dependable And Ready

To Take On Responsibility, We’ll Teach You The

Rest.  We Offer A Flexible Schedule, Along With

An Associate Discount. If This Sounds Exciting

To You Please Apply On-line At:

Www.ruscareers.com
EOE

RECEPTIONIST
Episcopal High School in Alexandria, VA, 
is seeking a full-time receptionist.  This is a 
12-month position which includes a full ben-
efits package.  Responsibilities include an-
swering a multi-line telephone, greeting 
walk-in guests, and providing back-up sup-
port for the Administrative Assistant to the 
Headmaster.  The ideal candidate is a pro-
fessional with a minimum of five years ex-
perience in an office setting.  Computer and 
customer service skills are a must.  Interest-
ed candidates should send a cover letter and 
resume to mlm@episcopalhighschool.org or 
fax to 703-933-3019, attention Melissa Mar-
tinez. No phone inquiries or walk-ins. 
E.E.O.

RECEPTIONIST
FT.  Experienced only for a busy Inter-
nal Medicine Practice in Alexandria. 
Must be able to multitask.  Medics Elite 
knowledge  preferable.   Fax  resume  to:

703-971-8888

SALES REP NEEDED
No Experience Needed

800-517-6989

Technicians
Looking for self motivated, FT employ-
ees for Northern VA area company. No 
exp. required, will provide on the job 
training. Good pay, full benefits. D/L re-
quired and CDL a plus. Call 800-248-
8733, ext 4435 for more information.

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, pho-
tography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid. Call
John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or
email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.
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Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
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Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED
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• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

NOTICE
As of October 13, 2008, Mr. Lenin (Butch) Lobaton is no
longer a manager of ASIAN IMPORTS, LLC of 8249-K 
Backlick Road, Lorton, VA 22079. Mr Lobaton is not authorized 
to engage in any business transaction on behalf of Asian
Imports, LLC

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

SHAWN DAVID MCCASLIN

Passed on November 23, 2008, beloved husband of Lisa 
Bourne McCaslin and loving father of McKechnie Caroline 
McCaslin, age 3. He was born in Lynchburg, VA on June 17, 
1960 to the Rev. Robert O. McCaslin, Presbyterian minister, 
and Donna Lathrop. Shawn was a graduate of Presbyterian 
College, Clinton, SC (B.A., History) and University of South-
hampton (M.A., International Relations), England. Surviv-
ing are Wife Lisa and Child McKechnie, Mother Donna, 
Brothers Tom, Ian, John, and sister Barbara and their loving 
families; and dog Daisy and cat Hank. A Memorial Service 
will be held Friday, November 28, 2008 at 2:00 PM at Bever-
ley Hills Community United Methodist Church at 3512 Old 
Dominion Blvd., Alexandria, VA 22305. In lieu of flowers an 
Education Fund has been established for McKechnie.
Contributions can be made to McKechnie McCaslin, c/o Ron 
Moriarty, Bank of America, 8300 Greensboro Drive, Suite 
500, McLean, VA 22102. He was a light to all he met and 
that light will shine on in others

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

12 Commercial Lease

Small office spaces
near King St metro 

Patton office, Federal 
court. Share with 

other professionals 
703-683-5666

15 Getaways

Enjoy warm beach waters 
past Labor Day

Extend your beach season 
into the fall with soothing 
and warmer ocean waters 
at this Sunset Beach, NC 
vacation home. Furnished 3 
or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000. 
Newly remodeled, bright 

and airy beach island home 
on a secluded area of the is-
land surrounded by views of 
the canal, marsh and ocean 
inlet. Sit on one of the newly 
built front porches (1 
screened) and capture a 
gorgeous sunrise with your 
morning coffee or unwind 
with friends in the evening 
on the back deck and experi-
ence stunning sunset views. 
Whether you're looking for 

an investment property with 
excellent rental history, a 
vacation home on a unique 
island, or a little bit of both, 
this is the house for you.

Sunset Beach, a small barri-
er reef island 2 1/2 miles 
long and 1/3 mile wide, is 
quiet and family oriented and 
only 30 minutes from Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina. Call 
Carly or David at 336-282-
1870 for more details

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

34 Pets

4 gorgeous purebred 
Persian kittens

born September 18. 2 White, 
1 Blue with patches of cream, 
1 tabby-located in Reston Call 

703-471-8444 for photos or 
email l_cruz35@comcast.net

REPTILE Show & Sale!
Live Reptiles,

Buy, Sell, Trade. Sat. 
12/13/08, 9am-4pm. 

$6.00/person Prince William 
County Fairgrounds-
10624 Dumfries Rd 

Manassas) 
Info: 410/526-4184,

www.mdreptilefarm.com/
shows

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

bob@rstarcomputerman.com
703-535-3254
ComputerMan

for Individuals &
Small Businesses

PERSONAL
COMPUTER
SERVICES

✓ Advice on Equipment
✓ Set Up and Configuration
✓ Installation
✓ Troubleshooting
✓ Tutorials and Instruction
✓ General Help

117 Adoption

ADOPT A Dream to complete 
our family! We are a loving 
family who will provide your 
newborn a home filled with 
laughter, learning, security and 
endless love and support. 
Expenses paid. pls call Debbie 
& Mike 1-866-531-8961

  Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?
Try a better way

to fill your
employment

openings

•Target your best job
candidates
where they live.

•Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

•Proven readership.

•Proven results.

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Lic. #7363

NO JOB TOO BIG NO JOB TOO SMALL Residential & Commercial

ASPHALT ASPHALT

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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News

public affairs, Mount Vernon Estate & Gar-
dens.

A highlight of the season is the Mansion
candlelight tours that include a rare visit to
the third floor where Martha Washington
lived after George’s death. This is the only
time of the year this area of the Mansion is
open for evening tours.

The special Candlelight Tours are sched-
uled for Dec. 5, 6 and 7; and 12, 13, and 14
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. each night. Tickets
may be purchased at the Ford Orientation
Center daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. or
through www.visitmountvernon.org. Ad-
mission is $18 for adults and $12 for
children under 12.

IN THE MANSION kitchen, the final
stop on the tour, guests will hear about
18th-century holiday cooking, see
Martha Washington’s Great Cake, and
be given a complimentary copy of the
recipe. Following the Mansion tour,
guest are invited to stroll candlelit
walks, join in fireside caroling, and en-
joy complimentary hot cider and cook-
ies.

Both the Food Court and The Shops
at Mount Vernon will remain open eve-
nings of the Candlelight Tours until
9:30 p.m. There is also the Mount
Vernon Inn Restaurant that offers early-
American fare served by costumed wait-
ers and waitresses. Reservations for the
latter are suggested by calling 703-780-
0011.

As with every holiday season Mount
Vernon takes on a festive atmosphere
for daily tours. Traditional boughs of
hand-cut greenery adorn doorways
throughout the Mansion and over 100
poinsettias line hallways and other
paths walked by visitors, transforming

Gingerbread Version
Of George’s Mansion

Martha Washington, also known as
Mary Wiseman, explains some of the
holiday traditions she and “The Gen-
eral” enjoy at their Mount Vernon
Plantation.

Gail Cassidy, right, manager of interpretation, Mount Vernon Estate, and
Donna Boulter, interpreter, explain the history and making of chocolate
in Colonial America.
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the home from its normal appearance to one
preparing for overnight holiday guests.

All programs are included in the regular
price of daytime admission: $13 for adults;
$6 for youth, ages six to 11; and free for
children five and younger. These tours take
place from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily during
“Christmas at Mount Vernon.”

Mount Vernon visitors are also assured of
a white Christmas — at least in the Revolu-
tionary War theater. Feel the seat rumble
and snow fall gentle on one’s shoulders as
Washington and his troops cross the Dela-
ware River that Christmas night in 1776 to
turn the tide of the American Revolution.

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

A&S LANDSCAPING
Fall Cleanup • Planting • Mulching •
Sodding • Patios • Decks • Retaining

Walls • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Professional Service
and Quality Workmanship

JAMES R. CAMPBELL
Painting Contractor

Since
1977

Other Services:
• Custom Colors
• Wallpaper Removal
• Water Damage

• Drywall/Plaster Repairs
• Stain and Sealing
• Power Washing
• Rotten Wood Replacement

540-894-5004Free
Estimates

Owner
Operated

PAINTING PAINTING

FALL SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

PAINTING PAINTING

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

MULCH

OAK FIREWOOD
Full Cord

Guaranteed to Burn
or money back

Beware of truckloads
or racks

 703-327-4224
703-568-8014 cell

Curtis Neil

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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